DB EYEWITNESS 


SHAKESPEARE 


Explore the life and times of history's most famous 
playwright — from his Elizabethan world to the 
stories that inspired him 


LVM, 
\ Ae 


EYEWITNESS 


SHAKESPEARE 


4 Hautboy, | 


yO 


q 


| 


Spanish galleon 


i PSPS PY a par Soren RL 


Model of the 
Globe Theatre 


Quill pens 


Horn 


inkwells 


Bs 3 


Breer, 


ager 


Hi nee 


Eee vel IN Ess 


SHAKESPEARE 


Written by 
PebeMCGrikise 
Photographed by 


Shey ce PeEAGUE 


Swordfighting 
in Hamlet 


DK 


Black rat \) Penguin 
DK | Random 
House 


Sword and 
Project editor Louise Pritchard dagger 
Art editor Jill Plank 
Editor Annabel Blackledge 
Assistant art editors Kate Adams, Yolanda Carter 
Senior editor Monica Byles 
Senior art editors Jane Tetzlaff, Clare Shedden 
Category publisher Jayne Parsons 
Senior managing art editor Jacquie Gulliver 
Senior production controller Kate Oliver 
Picture researcher Franziska Marking 
Picture librarians Sally Hamilton, Rachel Hilford 
DTP designers Matthew Ibbotson, Justine Eaton 
Jacket designer Dean Price 


RELAUNCH Epition (DK UK) 

Editor Ashwin Khurana 
Managing editor Gareth Jones 
Managing art editor Philip Letsu 
Publisher Andrew Macintyre 
Producer, pre-production Adam Stoneham 
Senior producer Janis Griffith 
Jacket editor Maud Whatley 
Jacket designer Laura Brim 
Jacket development manager Sophia MTT 
Publishing director Jonathan Metcalf 
Associate publishing director Liz Wheeler Bunch of 

Art director Phil Ormerod garden 
herbs 


Crown used 
as a prop 


RELAUNCH EniTion (DK INbIA) 
Editor Ishani Nandi 
Project art editor Deep Shikha Walia 
Art editor Amit Varma 
DTP designer Pawan Kumar 

Senior DTP designer Harish Aggarwal 
Managing editor Alka Thakur Hazarika 
Cockerel Managing art editor Romi Chakraborty 
used in CTS manager Balwant Singh 
cockfights Jacket designers Suhita Dharamjit, Sukriti Sobti 
Managing jacket editor Saloni Singh 


Bottom from 
A Midsummer 


This Eyewitness ® Guide has been conceived by Night's Dream 


Dorling Kindersley Limited and Editions Gallimard 
Hardback edition first published in Great Britain in 2002 


This relaunch edition published in Great Britain in 2015 by 
Dorling Kindersley Limited, 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL 


Copyright © 2002, © 2003, © 2015 
Dorling Kindersley Ltd, London 
A Penguin Random House Company 


24681097531 
001 - 280076 - 03/15 


All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 


Ee 
f) N i, 
Th 
| 
f 
| 
. 


i | 


% 
# 


io lo pet) 
ERAS 


Pre nee he TY 


T 
i 
é 


\ 
a 


A CIP catalogue record for this book 
is available from the British Library. 


ISBN 978-0-2411-8757-9 


Colour reproduction by 
Alta Image Ltd, London, UK 
Printed and bound by 
South China Printing Co Ltd, China 


} K 


} 
iH 


ai 
Lo4 


i 
i 


A WORLD OF IDEAS: 
SEE ALL THERE IS TO KNOW 


ry 


4 


| 


Elizabethan 
noblewoman 


Contents 


The early years 6 

Going to school 8 

Religious conflict 10 

A country childhood qi 

Country fun 14 The audience 44 
The lost years 16 Shakespeare’s comedies 46 
Up to London 18 The King’s Men 48 
London shows 20 The famous tragedies 90 
Queen Elizabeth I's court 22 The Roman plays ay! 
The playwrights De The romances 04 
England at war 26 Sun and stars 06 
Plague and poetry 28 Return to Stratford 98 
Enemies and protectors 30 Printed plays 60 
The players 32 Shakespeare's legacy 62 
Building the Globe 34 Did you know? 64 
Staging a play 36 Who's who? 66 
Music and dance 38 Find out more 68 
Clothes andcostumes 40 Glossary 70 


The boy player 42 Index 72 


in Shakespeare's day. 


Shakespeare's birthplace 


William was born in this house in | ON the town council and was one of Stratford's 
rentey Street, ptrattore. The house Leading men. He worked as a glove-maker, 


is now the Birthplace Museum and 


is furnished as it would have been and also dealt in wool and timber. 


The early years 


William Shakespeare was born in 1564, in the 
market town of Stratford-upon-Avon, England. 
His exact birth date is unknown, but it would 
have been shortly before his christening on 

26 April. William was born into a wealthy 
middle-class family. His father, John, served 


Position of authority 


In 1568, John Shakespeare was made high John Shakespeare bought 
bailiff of Stratford, which was like being a sheepskins from the 
mayor. His authority was symbolized by butchers to make his gloves. 
an ornamental staff called a mace. He cut away the sheep's 


Aa) | 
NE 
16th-century 


velvet and age 
satin mittens X 


embroidered Me 
with flowers os 


Glove story 

In the 16th century, 
wealthy people wore 
beautifully embroidered 
gloves like these 
mittens. John would 
not have sewn them 
himself. Embroidery 
was done mainly in 

the home by women. 


Maces were originally Blue dye 
used as weapons came from 
the woad plant 


Leftovers for sale 


wool, then sold it to 


Ae Re Stratford's dyers Yellow dye 
j : came from the 
Zz ce y and weavers. It was 
+ le é weld plant, or 
4 i § dyed using a variety 


“dyer’s broom” 


of local plants and 


woven into cloth. Red dye came from 
madder roots 


Henley Street 
John Shakespeare's 
workshop was 
located in his house 
in Henley Street. 
Here, he cut and 
sewed the animal 
skins into gloves. 


eA 


Walls were covered with decorative 
tapestries or cheaper painted cloth 


Straw was 
used asa 
mattress 


Crowded house 
William probably shared a 
“truckle bed” like this with some 
of his brothers and sisters. 
During the day, the lower bed 
could be wheeled under 
the upper one. 


Mother’s room 

This is thought to be the room 
where John’s wife Mary gave birth 
to William and his seven brothers 
and sisters. A cradle stands by 
the bed, and the basket is full of 
linen strips used to wrap babies. 


Knobs and 
grooves 
carved by 
hand 
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Family misfortunes 

For a time, John Shakespeare's 
businesses were very successful, and 
he could afford expensive tableware like 
these pewter dishes. However, in 1576, 
when William was 12 years old, John 
got into debt and lost his position 

of importance in the town. 


Built to impress 

As asmall child, William 
probably sat in an elaborately 
carved high chair just like this. 
Parents who could afford such 

a fancy high chair would be seen 
to have wealth and good taste. 


At about the age of four, 

William Shakespeare 

_< WOULd have gone to a 

> “petty school” to learn 
MOXA to read. This was a small 

Birch twigs private school for boys and 


Schoolmasters 


always carried girls. At six, the girls left nx 
a bundle of fe 


birch twigs. School to be taught at i i 8 sf ioe no ae 
Pile home, while middle-class noi, Pee 

when they boys like William went 
inispeneee’ on to the local grammar 
school to learn Latin. At the time, 
people needed to know Latin if they 
wanted to follow a career in law, 


medicine, teaching, or the Church. 


Reading matters 
Children learned 
to read using a 
“hornbook’, a piece 
of wood covered 

with printed paper, 
} protected by a sheet 
of transparent horn. 


Hornbook containing the words 
from the Lord’s Prayer in Latin 


Most boys hated going to R Jaques’s speech about a whining 
school. The hours were FA mS schoolboy in As You Like It 
long, the lessons were Rigo 

dull, and their behaviour 
was strictly controlled. 


With his hornbook 
and satchel, the boy 
sets off to school 


Reluctant pupils Or 19th-century painting illustrating 


Feath Z - 

a And then the whining schoolboy, Balancing act 
get in the . - Sade There w desks, 
suk with his satchel, and shining pupile nad tarot their 
were work on their knees. 


sometimes MOFning face, creeping like a snail 


On ior on This was no 
show unwillingly to school. EY problem when 
they were 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE reading from 
JAQUES IN AS YOU LIKE IT text books, 
but it must 
have been 
é difficult wh 
[he pen had Pen and ink — ' ea ih 
pped 3 BC — they had to 
Patatheank: Pupils had to make themselves <> ve practise their 
at regular a pen called a quill from a goose , handwriting! 
intervals feather. They cut the tip of the Ss 


feather at an angle to make 

a nib. Ink was kept in an 
inkwell made of horn, 
wood, pottery, 
or metal. 
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A selection of goose-feather quills 


As he 
reads, the 
schoolboy 


Tragic inspiration Old favourite 


At school, Shakespeare One of Shakespeare's follows the }i™ 
read the works of ancient favourite writers words with Vim 
Roman authors like was the poet Ovid his finger 
Seneca, who wrote plays (43 Bce-17 ce}, whose 

about suffering and death. poem Metamorphoses 

One of Shakespeare's first is a collection of 

plays was Titus Andronicus, _ stories drawn from 

a bloodthirsty tragedy ancient Greek and 


inspired by Seneca. Roman myths. 


Religious conflict 


The 16th century was a time of bitter religious conflict. 

All English people were Christian, but there were two 

rival versions of the faith - Catholicism and 
Protestantism. In 1534, Henry VIII broke 

«3, with the Pope and the Catholic Church. 

= = © His son Edward VI and younger 


gps 


ons 


daughter Elizabeth | supported ie > 
. . . 7 a . 
the Protestant faith, while his ” ae 
ge Q” % 
elder daughter Mary was oh 
a devout Catholic. ‘Ay ¢ 
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Mary, : F : & 
crowned An English Bible 
Queen of Catholics used a Latin Bible, ; 
Heaven, but Protestants thought that the B 
holds the Bible should be translated. This 8 
baby English translation was written in 
Jesus Switzerland during Mary's reign. § 
Queen of Heaven M4 
Catholics prayed in front of statues of saints, such as Cc fi : 
Mary the mother of Christ, whom they called the Queen ounting prayers 
of Heaven. Protestants claimed that religious statues Catholics used rosary beads to keep 6 
were idols. Under the Protestant count of prayers. They believed 9 


king, Edward VI, —_— —— that repeating certain Latin 
statues like this . tas ses prayers would help them 
were smashed to get to heaven. 


to pieces. 
Carrying 
case made Chalice for 
of leather giving wine at 
communion 
Plate for 
i med Christ depicted 
Communion wafers 


on the cross 
Catholics believed that priests could turn 


bread and wine into the body and blood of 
Christ. Priests carried communion sets 
like this to perform the ceremony for 
Catholics worshipping in secret. 


Bottle for 
carrying wine 
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BESS 
Bloody Mary 
Queen Mary was nicknamed “Bloody Mary” as 
she had almost 290 Protestants burned at the 


stake. In turn, Elizabeth | had 193 Catholics 
executed because they were loyal to the Pope. 


At the ends of the 
cross are portraits 
of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John 


ay 
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A Puritan father 
gives his family 
religious instruction 


cit 


Puritan beliefs 

The Puritans were strict 
Protestants who believed that 
the break with the Catholic 
Church had not gone far 
enough. They wanted to get rid 
of bishops, church clothes, 
and all elaborate ceremonies. 


Catholic Church, who had declared in 1570 that 


The lamb, a 
sacrificial animal, 
stands for 

Christ, whom 
Christians believe 
sacrificed himself 
to save humanity 


Richly 
decorated 
Catholic cross 


Catholic plots 
In 1587, Queen 
Elizabeth | had 

her cousin, Mary 
Queen of Scots, 
executed. Mary, 

a Catholic, was 

r beheaded after a series of plots by 
English Catholics who planned to kill 
Elizabeth | and make Mary queen. Such plots 
were encouraged by the Pope, the head of the 


Elizabeth | was no longer the rightful queen. 


Mixed beliefs 
Catholics and Protestants both used the 
cross as a symbol of their faith, though 
Catholic crosses were more ornate. 

It is hard to tell what Shakespeare 
believed. His plays do show certain 
Catholic features, such as characters 
that swear by saints. However, one play, 
King John, is strongly anti-Catholic. 
Perhaps, like many English people, 

he had a mixture of beliefs. 
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Fields of France 


As a boy, Shakespeare would often 

have seen oxen ploughing the fields. 

In Henry V, he compares France to an 
unploughed field overgrown with weeds. 


Longhorn 


Livestock 4 

In the 1500s, farm 

animals had many 

uses. Cattle were 

milked and used to 

pull ploughs. Goats 

and sheep provided 

wool, meat, milk, horn, 
and leather. In November, 
when stocks of animal feed 
were low, pigs were fed on 
acorns, to provide a source 
of fresh meat for winter. 


“When icicles 


hang by the wall, 
And Dick the shepherd 
blows his nail, 
And Tom bears logs 
into the hall 
And milk comes frozen 
home in pail...” 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
WINTER IN LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST 


A country childhood 


William Shakespeare grew up in the heart of the 
countryside. He knew the farmers’ fields around 
Stratford, the meadows where wild flowers grew, 
and the Forest of Arden to the north. As an adult 
writing plays in London, Shakespeare drew on his 
memories of the countryside. His plays are full of 
accurate descriptions of birds, flowers, trees, wild 
animals, clouds, and the 

changing seasons. _ Little livestock 


j Farm animals were smaller in 
Mj = Shakespeare's time. Some of today’s 
| rare breeds, like the Bagot goat, give 
us an idea of what they looked like. 


wr.4 


Pitchfork, 4 
for moving “Wipe 
piles of hay, \\} ii 


Daily bread ~ Crops and flowers 


Cereals were grown to 


ae a V / make bread. Expensive Country life in Shakespeare's day 

harvested’ ~ al bread was made from was a never-ending cycle of ploughing, 
cereal Mia eae sowing, and harvesting. Nothi 
bread was made from 9: tapered cls ses 

MRE barley and rye. If the wasted — even wild flowers and plants 

crops failed, people ate were harvested for use in cooking, 
™ f | bread made from oats. medicine, and the home. Shakespeare 
& Oats I Rye I Barley used images of crops, plants, and wild 

Crook, to hold stalks flowers to bring his writing to life. 


together when Harvest time 

harvesting Tools, such as crooks and sickles, 

were used to harvest crops. Cereals ~ 

were loaded on to a wagon with a 

pitchfork, then 

taken away to 

used to be threshed, g 
cut crops or beaten. 


® 


Cowslip 


Bristles cover 
the whole body 


Posies and poisons 
Shakespeare wrote about flowers 
in many of his plays. In Hamlet, 
Ophelia makes garlands of “crow 


flowers, nettles, daisies and long | / 
\ 


purples”. The wicked \ i 

queen in Cymbeline  ] (/ 

plots to make 

poison from % \ Sweet 
primroses, = ie violet 
violets, and i 
cowslips. f 


Illustration of Ophelia by 


| Walter Crane, 1906 


Primrose 


from flying away __ Gyrfalcon 


Count ry fun son 


figeMee In the countryside around 
oe ea Stratford, people made their 
own entertainment. They kicked 
footballs made from pigs bladders, 
practised archery, and played simple 
board games. The wild creatures in 
the fields and forests provided 
locals with sport, as well as 
meat. The poor hunted small 
birds and animals, while the 
wealthy chased larger prey, 
such as wild boar and deer. 


ia 
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Hunting 


Hunting and 

falconry (hunting 

) using birds of 
4 prey] were popular 
\y pastimes. Nobles kept 
¥ peregrine falcons and 
gyrfalcons for catching 
pigeons, ducks, herons, 
and rooks. Poorer people 
kept goshawks, which 
were used to hunt hares, 
rabbits, and partridges. 


Dost thou love hawking? 

A lord in The Taming of the Shrew asks “Dost 
thou love hawking?” Shakespeare certainly 
did and often mentions it in his plays. In 
Romeo and Juliet, the heroine cries to her 
departing lover, “O! for a falconer’s voice, 

to lure this tassel-gentle back again.” 

A tassel-gentle was a male peregrine falcon. 


Mastiff dog, used 
to kill wild boar 
The falconer 


eos i gripped the jesses, 
boa acl or leather straps, 

2 attached to the 
bird's legs —~ ¥ 


Hare, hunted mainly 
for its meat 


Bloodhound, used to sniff 
out wild boar and deer 


Swift greyhound, 
used for coursing 
(running after hares) 


Hunting hounds 
Various types of dog were bred for 
hunting. Greyhounds were bred 
for speed. In Henry V/ Part Three, 
Queen Margaret compares the is 
enemies following her to two Pp. 
: ‘ols 
greyhounds chasing a hare. 


Jingling bells 
allowed the 
falconer to find | 


A heavy glove 
protected the 
) hand from 

the bird when it | the bird's 
went out of sight | sharp talons 


Backgammon 
game 


Board games 
Shakespeare mentions two 
board games in his plays - 
tables [backgammon], which 
was played by the wealthy, 
and nine men’s morris, which 
was played by poorer people. 


Nine men’s 
morris game 


Summer celebrations 

On 1 May, people celebrated the arrival of summer by dancing around 
decorated poles called maypoles. In A Midsummer Night's Dream, 
Shakespeare writes: “They rose early to observe the rite of May.” 


_ Sport on Sunday 
On Sundays, Englishmen 
‘J practised archery. The longbow, 
used In hunting, was also an 
important weapon in warfare. 


Gentlemen shoot 
arrows at a target on 
the village green 


Games and festivals 


At quiet periods in the farming year, people found 
time for games and sports, such as cockfighting and 
football. There were also festivals to celebrate the 
changing seasons, religious events, and royal visits. 


Entertaining royalty 

The most exciting event in the countryside was a visit from 

Queen Elizabeth |. The local nobility spent vast sums of money 

on entertainments for the queen, such as this water show in 1591. 
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The lost years 


We know little of what Shakespeare did 
from the time he left school, at the age 
of 15, until 1592, when he was described ee 
as an up-and-coming playwright in A place in heaven 


Telling tales : One in three babies died in 
According ; one story, London. Chu rch reco rds show that In the 1500s. Christenings were 
. hat babi 
stratford ater being caught. November 1582, Shakespeare married wuld go ts heaven tam 
poaching deer. This story An ne Hathaway. H C@ WaS 1 8, while Anne died. Susanna was baptized 


comes from Shakespeare's in Stratford on 26 May 1583. 


first biography, written in. WaS 26 and expecting their first child, 
Ee RONG, Susanna. In 1585, twins arrived, who 
were named Judith and Hamnet. 


Hathaway’s house 
William's wife Anne grew up in a large farmhouse 
in the village of Shottery, 2 km (1.2 miles] west 

of Stratford. Today, the farmhouse is known as 
Anne Hathaway's Cottage. 


Father’s footsteps 

In Shakespeare's day, sons often followed 
their fathers into the family business. 
William may well have helped his father 
in the family wool-dealing business. 


Cloth 
shears Wool is carded, 
or combed, in 
preparation 
for spinning 


Hunting for clues 


For hundreds of years, scholars have 
hunted for clues that might explain what 
Shakespeare was doing during his ‘lost 
years . His writing shows knowledge 

of types of work such as medicine, 
soldiering, and the law, which Sheep Unprepared 
suggests that he may have had shears ARSE S Wool» ae ndeneee spin 
some personal experience of them. wool into a thread 


Coneys, 
or rabbits 


Wood 
pigeons 


Staging a slaughter 
Writer John Aubrey claimed 

that Shakespeare worked as a 
butcher, adding that when William 
killed a calf, “He would do it ina 
high style, and make a speech.” 


Spike to 
make holes 
for stitching 


Green fingers 
Shakespeare often 
mentions gardening 
activities, such as 
weeding, in his plays. 
This could mean that he 
was a gardener for a time. 


Hooked 
leather 
knife 


Leather-working tools 


Leather working 
Shakespeare is likely to 
have learned leather- 
working skills in his 

_ father’s workshop. He 
would have used tools 
like these to make 


gloves, belts, or shoes. 


16th-century engraving 
of Richard Tarlton 


In the army 
Inthe 1800s, 4 
scholar W J Thoms 
found a document 
naming a soldier 
called William 
Shakespeare. 
But this man 
was serving 
in 1605, when 
our Shakespeare 
was a successful 
playwright. 


Medicine 
Shakespeare's aime 
work shows that 4 
he had some 
knowledge of 
medicine, but 
his characters 
are often 
scornful of 
physicians, 
or doctors. 


Elizabethan plates 
decorated with 
paintings and 
verses depicting 
professions 


Case closed 
Shakespeare's 
plays are full 

of legal terms. 

In 1790, English 

scholar Edmund 

Malone suggested that 

; the playwright gained this 
knowledge working in a legal office. 


Taking to the stage 

In the 1580s, several acting companies 
visited Stratford. England’s leading 
company, the Queen’s Men, performed 
in Stratford in 1587. William would 
surely have seen the company, and 

its star, Richard Tarlton. All we know 
for certain is that, at some point, 
Shakespeare became an actor. 


Hand-coloured engraving of 
actors performing in an inn yard 
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Up to London 


In the 1580s, Shakespeare 

said goodbye to his family 

and set off to seek his 

fortune in London. He was 

; Watermen 

just one of thousands of Pchsed 
country people who moved or in pairs 

to the great city in the late 16th \ 

century. On arriving, he would have oe 

been struck by the noise, dirt, and - 

smells of the city. But he would have 

also been impressed by the beautiful 

churches and the grand mansions 

of the wealthy nobles. 


A waterman 
was like a 
16th-century 
taxi driver 


Apple-seller 


Crossing the river 

Walking near the River Thames, Shakespeare would have heard 
the watermen calling out for passengers. The watermen rowed 
Londoners up and down the river, and across to Bankside and back. 


—_~-— 


A view of 
London fro i | 
4 thousands of Spreading city 
the south, by people were rowed When Shakespeare came to London, the city 
Dutch artist across the river | WaS spreading fast in all directions. Bankside, 
Claes Jans to the playhouses on the south bank, was rapidly becoming 
Visscher, c. 1616 at Bankside London's main entertainment centre. 


Every day, 


Merchant and 
his wife, 1590 
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Merchants’ might 

The city was run by rich traders known as 
merchants. Trade was central to the wealth 
of the city, and every craft and trade had its 
own controlling organization called a guild. 


The Latin text along the top of the 
map describes London as “The most 
famous market in the entire world” 


Je AION, Fert Wo 


Shakespeare 
worshipped here, at 
St Mary Overie’s : mae Ht 
Church, later known ~century 
as Southwark standard 
Cathedral weights 


The bells of more than 
100 churches rang out 
across the city 


“Sack! Sack!” = “Pen and ink!” “Trinkets and 
shouts a man cries aman toys!” calls 
selling wine selling quills the tinker 


Sounds of the city 

London was full of street sellers shouting 
out special cries to attract customers. Men 
and women wandered the streets, selling 
everything from vegetables, fish, wine, toys, 
and books, to quills and ink, fruit, brooms, 
pies, and second-hand clothes. 


Building up 

Staple Inn (right), where wool 
was weighed and taxed in 
Shakespeare’s time, is still 
standing today. As land was 
expensive, people built upwards. 


Traitors’ heads were displayed on poles on London 
Bridge to warn the public against committing treason 


Measure for measure 

The guilds controlled trade using standard 
weights. Official measurers would check that 

members were not cheating their customers. 


“Almanacs!” “Mackerel!” 
cries aman shouts a 
selling books fishmonger 
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Fighting chance 


London shows Reece 


sport. Onlookers would 
watch the birds fight 


Having grown up in sleepy to the death. 
Stratford, Shakespeare must 

have found London an exciting pas el 
place. There was a variety 

of entertainments on offer. 
Londoners enjoyed watching 
cruel sports, such as bull or 
bear fights, and they often 
gathered to watch executions. 
Many enjoyed gambling at dice 
and cards, or playing sports, 
such as bowls. 


Cockerel 


LONDIN VM. FER 
GLIAE_‘REGN 


Entertainment centre 

This map of London dates from 1572, just before the 
first playhouses were built. At this time, the only 
buildings for entertainment were cockfighting 

pits, and bull- and bear-baiting houses. 


Londoners gather to 
watch an execution 


Gory gallows 
Watching executions 
for entertainment was 
a long-standing tradition. 


Site of the 


The executions of traitors / hae aL 
were the most gruesome. / and 1596) 
The traitors were half- / Gallows were 
hanged, then their bellies / often built 

: / specially i 
were cut open and their / ae Born to bite 


inner organs burned 
in front of them. 


At Bankside, Londoners could 
see bull-baiting with bulldogs 
that had been specially bred for 
the sport. The dog was trained to 
leap at the bull's face while the 
bull did its best to shake it off. 


execution 


Wooden 
gallows 


Modern 
bulldog 


{fp 


In it for the money 

Most of the early theatres, such 
as the Swan and the Rose, 
were built by businessmen, 
who saw them as a way to 
make money. London’s first 
playhouses were the Theatre 
(1576) and the Curtain (1577). 


43 a i ‘ tn 3 HS 
The Rose, built by Francis 
Langley, a goldsmith 


Site of the Theatre 


Coneycatchers 
London was full of 
criminals who made a 
living by cheating at cards 
and dice. The cheats were 
called coneycatchers, and 
their victims were known 


A lucky as coneys [rabbits]. 
of the gambler’s 
Curtain winnings 


The bears had their 
own names, such 
as Harry Hunks 


+ STILLIARDS, esas otha dicfio, tonuentums, vel regationem. fonans, mul-.\N 
tarum ee) Pe eg le Nr Da tah ; 
cla: tum, ob , ) fecuram terray, rag. ee ees a oo imi! 
| guillam ; pate, Oh ad modes {am fo} im ins titutionert con/eruan: q 
; ee ort i? be win, ac Princip, maxt : Angbiee, allie, Danie, at NE 
Magner Hotcouse, nee non Haridriz, ac Brabanticc Du curs prawiegrps.ar trammtins: 
ratth, elornarn fuit.Haber ea quatuor Emporis, (untores quitdam i 
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Garden 


= 


Site of the 
Rose (built 


Brown bear 


in 1587] 
Tethered and toothless 
Bear- In the Bear Garden, dogs were set against 
baiting in a bear tied toa stake. The bear's teeth 
the 16th were sometimes pulled out to give 
century the dogs a better chance. 
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surrounded herself with young male courtiers, who all 
competed for her favour. They flattered her 
by comparing her to the Roman moon 
goddess Diana, and called her 
“Gloriana”, the glorious one. 


Players at court 
Elizabeth | never visited public 
playhouses. Instead, the players 
would perform private shows in 
the royal palaces. Shakespeare 
would have performed in 

front of the Queen before 

he became a playwright. 


Beauty secrets Cloves 
Pelican Queen The ladies at court used all sorts P g 
In this 1574 portrait, the 41-year- of lotions to try to remove spots or Ginger I A 


old Queen wears a pelican brooch. 
Female pelicans were thought to 
be perfect mothers, so the Queen 
wore this brooch to show how 
much she cared for her people. 


freckles. Herbs and spices were, _ 
often used, but many a 5 
of the recipes were 
harmful to health, 

or even poisonous. 


B 3 
re ae 
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White pearls symbolized 
the Queen's purity 


Spices and herbs were 
used in anti-freckle 
recipes 


ribs, Opal 


Drops from the 

deadly nightshade 

plant made the 
eyes sparkle 


‘ 
3 2 
3 a re) 
_ 
Mercury 


Lemon 
: “5 ay. ‘ Lemon juice and 
See ® iy z HRS a ‘ i Pipe # 432 ma ve a 2 a ® poisonous mercury were 


Nie ie = a = 


; : used in face washes 
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Dripping with jewels 
Both men and women at court competed to look as expensively 
dressed as possible. Courtiers spent lavishly on jewels, which they 
used to decorate every item of clothing from their shoes to their hats. 


Signature of 
Elizabeth | 


Pride comes before a fall 

The Earl of Essex was one of 

the Queen's favourites. In 1601, 

he led a rebellion against the 

ae Queen, which failed, and Essex 
EX Signature of was beheaded. Shakespeare 

(E Robert Devereux, refers to the Earl's downfall 


Earl of Essex in Much Ado About Nothing. 


Travel books 

Elizabeth | loved books, and would have 
taken many with her when she travelled. 
Literature and poetry were also popular 
among her courtiers. Several of them, 
including Walter Raleigh, were 

talented poets. 


Amethyst 


aS I ss ae 


Royal procession 

Elizabeth I’s courtiers sometimes carried her 
through London in a seat called a palanquin. 
This gave ordinary people a chance to see their 
Queen. This 19th-century woodcut was copied 
from a 1601 painting by Robert Peake. 


Garnet 


The Spanish Tragedy 


—.. The playwrights 


Contiining the lamentable end of Don Horatio, 
and Belanperit , With che pirifull Death 
of HIERONIMO, 


wii ea — The London stage was dominated in the early 1590s by the 
plays of a group of university-educated men, such as Robert 
Greene, Christopher Marlowe, and Thomas Nashe. By 1592, 
Shakespeare was also an established playwright. His success 


was due partly to the fact that 


Lo N 
Printed by Augufline Mathewes for Fraacte Greveand ace to 
bee fold at 


eee he was once a player — he 


Sweet revenge knew what worked on 

Shakespeare learned to . e 
Retwatchingand stage and what.dia not. 

acting in a new type of 


play called a “revenge 
tragedy’, in which a 
murder is committed, 
then violently avenged. 
One of his first plays 
was the revenge tragedy 
Titus Andronicus. 


Oak leaf 
with gall 
The sloping surface 
allows the quill pen : : 
to be held at the Making ink 
Black ink 


right angle to 
the paper 


\\ 


Rusty nails 4 


was made from 
swellings called 
galls found on oak trees. 
The galls were crushed and mixed 
with water or vinegar and a chemical 

called green vitriol, made by pouring acid 
over rusty nails. The final ingredient was 
gum arabic, the dried sap of the acacia tree. 


NN 


‘ 


17th-century 
inkwell and 


Sitting comfortably 
Before becoming a writer, the playwright Thomas Kyd 
worked as a scrivener, or copier of documents. He would 
have sat at a desk like this making neat copies of legal 
documents and plays. Most playwrights did not have 
special writing desks - they wrote wherever they could. 


“Now, Faustus, let thine eyes with horror stare 
Into that vast perpetual torture-house, 
There are the furies tossing damned souls 
On burning forks. Their bodies broil in lead.” 


CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE 
EVIL ANGEL IN DOCTOR FAUSTUS 
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Tools of the trade 
All educated people knew how to cut a pen 
from a goose feather using a penknife. 
Playwrights like Shakespeare had to 
keep their penknife close at hand, 
ready for when the quill’s nib 
wore out and a new one 
needed to be cut. 


Last words 
Just before his 
death in 1592, 
Robert Greene 
wrote an attack on 
Shakespeare calling 
him an “upstart 
crow”. He looked é <) = 
down on Shakespeare NON V3 EX Ss 
because he had not ; 
gone to university. 


SHUNT] 


Hall 
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The word pen 
comes from the 
Latin word penna, 
meaning feather. 


Rapid writing 
Writing seemed to come easily 
to William Shakespeare. His 
fellow playwright Ben Jonson 
/ wrote that “Whatsoever he 
penned, he never blotted out a line.” 


William Shakespeare's 
signature 


Persian 
painting 
showing 

Timur on 
his throne 


Carved 
penknives 


Dr Faustus 
summons a 
devil using 


Marlowe 
The writer 
who most 
influenced 
Shakespeare was 
Christopher Marlowe 


(1564-1593). Marlowe Timur 
put stirring speeches Marlowe's first 
into the mouths of play Tamburlaine tells 
tragic heroes such as the story of Timur, a 
Dr Faustus, a scholar 14th-century Turkish 
who sells his soul warrior famous for his 


to the devil. “conquering sword”. 


England at war 


From 1585 to 1604, Protestant England was at war with 
Catholic Spain, ruled by King Philip Il. The war created 
a mood of patriotism in the country, and people wanted 
to see plays drawn from English history with battles on 
the stage. So, in the 1590s, Shakespeare wrote nine 


King of Spain plays dealing with English history, featuring 
Philip Il wanted to add England =~ Kings, wars, and battles for the throne. | Spanish 
to his vast empire, and bring the galleons 


were taller 
than English 
ships, and 
4 harder to 
God’s winds manoeuvre 
In 1588, a vast fleet of 
Spanish ships called the ! 
Armada was beaten in / 
battle and scattered / 
by storms. English Ri 


country back into the Catholic faith. 


people took this iy 
as a sign that 


God was on 
their side. 


Henry IV 
comes to 
parliament 
to make 
his claim 
to the 
throne 


Famous last words 
The play Richard I tells how King Richard II 
was overthrown by his cousin, who became 
Henry IV. The play contains Shakespeare's 
famous patriotic speech, spoken by John of 
Gaunt: “This happy breed of men... this blessed 


plot, this earth, this realm, this England.” Agincourt 


Henry V tells the 
story of England’s 
great victory over the 
French at the Battle 
of Agincourt in 1415. 
“Follow your spirit,” 
cries the King, “and cry 
God for Harry, England, 
and Saint George!” 


Sir John Falstaff 

Falstaff is the drunken knight who befriends 
Prince Hal in the two Henry IV plays. The 
plays show a series of rebellions against 
Henry IV, whose troubled reign is God’s 
punishment for overthrowing Richard Il. 


Linstocks [iy Light my fire 
fromthe gam Linstocks like these held lighted 
wreck of the fuses for firing cannons on warships. 
Mary Rose, By the 1580s, England had the most @— Elizabethan 
which sank powerful warships pipes and 
in 1545 in Europe. Real smoking 


cannons were 
fired during : 
the battle F gee ee 2 jest. 
scenes in SLe5 ees. 
Shakespeare's 
history plays. 


accessories 


Pipe smoking 
was introduced 
to England 
from North 
America 


Murder most foul 
In Richard II], Shakespeare 
created one of his most famous 


villains. Richard murders Lge 
his nephews in order ee 
to become King gf 
of England. oe 
ae 
Ss Model of a 

a Spanish 

og galleon 


Each galleon bristled 
with cannons, which 
fired out through iiaciceaceee eect 
openings called ports in : 
; besides of the ship Tobacco pouch and pipe 
This pouch and pipe belonged to Sir Walter Ralegh, 
the joint leader of a daring raid on the Spanish port 
of Cadiz in 1596. Raleigh also founded the first 


English settlement in North America. 


Se Reh Ree 6 


Earl of 
Essex 


/ Traitor ETT 
Vig de The other 

hero of the 1596 raid on Cadiz 
was the Earl of Essex. In later 
years, both Raleigh and Essex 
were beheaded as traitors. 


are 


¥ 4 Plague and poetry 


Rats Outbreaks of a terrible disease called the plague 
People ai’ were common in Elizabethan London. Between 1592 


not know it, but 

the plague was and 1594, the plague was so bad that the playhouses 
carried by fleas living on : 

black rats. From 1592 to 1593, had to stay closed for just over two years. There 
eae was no demand for Shakespeare to write new 


died of the plague. ; 
plays, so he turned to poetry instead. 


“Rich men trust not in wealth, 
Gold cannot buy you health: 
Physic himself must fade. 
All things to end are made, 
The plague full swift goes by; 
| am sick, | must die: 
Lord have mercy on us.” 


The Earl of 

=) Southampton, 
painted by 
Nicholas 
Hilliard in 
about 1594 


THOMAS NASHE 
SUMMER'S LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT, 1592 


Sage La | 
Cautery §@ # 


2 — Marjoram 
Serious writing 
During this time 
Shakespeare wrote 
two long poems, 
Venus and Adonis 
and The Rape 
of Lucrece, and 
dedicated them 
to his patron Henry 
Wriothesley, Earl of 
Southampton. Poets 
were more respected 
than playwrights, 
especially if they had 
aristocratic patrons. 


Rosemary 


m Elizabethan golden 
Mm pomander set with 
precious stones 


Each section held a 
different herb 


Hot rod 
Doctors often 
used a hot metal rod 
_ Called a cautery to burst 

the buboes {swellings} 

that appeared on plague 
victims. It was very 
painful and did little 

to help the patient. 


Smelly city 
Londoners thought that there 
was a link between the plague 
and the bad city air, so they 
tried to protect themselves by 
carrying pomanders [containers 
of sweet-smelling herbs). 


A hat topped with 
ostrich feathers 
was the height 

of fashion 


Scented streets = 
Rich women swung their 
jewelled pomanders in 
front of them, hoping that 
they would protect them 
from the plague. 
Rich gentlemen 
would fill the 


Clay pipes were 
introduced to 
England from the 
Americas in 1586 


air around : 
Fe. them with The skeletons in Running away 
(3 


tobacco smoke. this engraving 


symbolize 


Strange cures 


The There were no cures for 
as the plague, but chemists 
ung on 


A 


a chain 
around the 
womans 
waist 


called apothecaries made 
up medicines to sell. 

In Romeo and Juliet, 
Shakespeare describes 
an apothecary’s shop 

full of strange things, 
such as “skins of ill- 
shaped fishes” and 
“musty seeds”. 


A gallant (fashionable 
man) with a noblewoman 


ss 
ne 


ee 


In 1592, people started to 
flee London. Unfortunately, 
the plague followed them. 
By 1593, the disease had 
struck several other towns 
and cities in the country. 


Enemies and protectors 


The popularity of the theatre in London attracted 
hostility from powerful enemies. The Lord Mayor and 
his officials saw any large gathering as a threat to law 
and order, and were always trying to close down the 
playhouses. Fortunately, the actors were supported by 
the Queen and her courtiers, who loved to watch plays. 


z 


Powerful patrons 
In 1594, the Lord Chamberlain, 
Henry Carey (1524-96], became 
the patron of Shakespeare's 
theatre company. Carey was 
the Queen's cousin and one 

of her closest advisors. 
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Whipped out of town 
It was against the law to 
perform plays without the 
permission of a powerful 
noble. Players caught 
performing illegally 

were whipped 
out of town. 
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The public was used to | es A beggar is whipped 


seeing criminals being | out of town 
punished in the streets | 


Aldermen, 
Scandalous! members of 
In 1597, Ben the council 


Jonson was 
put in prison for 
writing The /sle of 
Dogs, a play said 
to be “full of 
scandalous matter”. 
This shows that, despite 
Portrait of — their noble protectors, 
Ben Jonson playwrights could still get 
(1572-1637) into trouble if they put on 
controversial plays. 


Puritans 
dressed more 
simply than 
other people 


Powerless protest 

The Lord Mayor had no control over 
what went on outside the city walls, 
where most of the playhouses were 
built. All he could do was send letters of 
angry protest to the Queen’s ministers. 


Puritans 
The Puritans objected to the 
theatre because they thought 
that people should spend all 
their time in work or prayer. 
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Some gentlemen 
were so busy 
applauding the 
players on stage 
that they did not 
notice they were 
being robbed 


Lessons in lifting 

London was full of thieves called cutpurses, 
many of whom worked in gangs. In 1585, a 
school for boy cutpurses was discovered in 
Billingsgate, London. The boys were taught 
how to steal coins from a purse without 
ringing the bells that were attached to it. 


Cutting a purse 
was called 
“nipping a bung” 
in criminal slang 


The cutpurse 
waits for the 
right moment 
to cut the 

purse strings 


A gentleman's well-cut 
clothes stood out in 
the yard, where the 

poorest members of the 
audience gathered, and 
were likely to attract the 

attention of a cutpurse 


Trousers were 
worn tucked inside 
boots for riding 


Boys made good 
cutpurses because \ 
they were small 
enough not to be 
noticed and had 
nimble fingers 


Country gentleman 
Visitors from outside London 
were less aware than city 
people of the risk of being 
robbed by a cutpurse. 
Robberies took place 
regularly in the 

playhouses. This provided 
the Lord Mayor with an 
argument for closing 
them, although 

he exaggerated 
the number of 
crimes committed. 


Robbing place 
Playhouses were ideal 
places for cutpurses 
because they were so 
crowded. Despite this, 
thieves were sometimes 
caught in the act and 
beaten up by angry 
members of the audience. 


Jigs and jokes 
Will Kemp 
was a popular 
comic actor 
in the Lord 
Chamberlain's J 
Men. Kemp 
always danced a jig at 
the end of ashow and ' 
in 1600, he danced from 
London to Norwich - a 
distance of more than 
160 km (99.4 miles). 


The players 


In 1594, Shakespeare joined a new company called 

the Lord Chamberlain’s Men. He wrote about two 

plays a year for them and also worked as an 

actor. The company performed at the Theatre In 
London, which was owned by James Burbage. 
Shakespeare invested money In the company 
and, in return, took a share of the profits. 


as 


Sly swordsman 
William Sly was a 
player in the Lord 
Chamberlain's Men. 
He was a skilled 
é swordsman, and 
G/ often played fiery 
ay young men like 
Hotspur in Henry /V 
t= Part One and Tybalt 


in Romeo and Juliet. 


Many costumes 
were made 
from scratch by 
members of 
the company 


The stage 
hand 
sweeps 
up after 

a show at 
the Theatre 


Hired help eoeriges 
The job of the stage hands was to fire the ene ies 
canon, make sure that props were in hat te 
the right place, clear up the rubbish, when not 
and operate the special effects. in use 


Work table, 
where 
costumes 
were made 
and altered to 
suit new roles 


Tragic transformation 
Shakespeare wrote his greatest tragic 
roles for James Burbage’s son, Richard 
[1568-1619]. Richard was famous for 


completely transforming himself 
into a character. 


ae 


Behind the scenes 

This room in the modern Globe Theatre in 
London is designed to show visitors what a 
tiring, or dressing, room would have looked 
like in Shakespeare's day. Costumes, wigs, 
and props were all stored in the tiring room. 


Richard’s rival 
Edward Alleyn (15646-1626) was 
the star of the Lord Admiral's 
Men, and Richard Burbage’s 
only real rival. He made his 
name playing Marlowe's heroes 
Dr Faustus and Tamburlaine. 


Tireman 
admiring 
a new wig 


Ref ae A A 


swig 


Dress, to be worn 
by a boy player 
playing a woman 


Costume care 

The tireman was in charge of 
the costumes. Some of the 
costumes were 

bought from 

London tailors, 

while others were 

made by the company. 
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Building the Globe 


In 1597, the Theatre was forced to close. It had been 
built on rented land and the lease had come to an end. 
In December 1598, the Burbage brothers hired 
workmen to pull the Theatre down. They 
took the oak timbers by boat to Bankside, 
where they used them to build a new 


playhouse called the Globe. The Globe’s stage, as imagined 
by George Cruikshank in 1863 


Round 
pegs 
and iy 
joints 7 Square pegs 
y and joints 
Knock down 


The wooden joints of the Theatre were fixed with pegs. The 
workmen could knock them apart with hammers and use 
the undamaged timbers to make the new frame. 


Wall story 

After making the frame, 
the builders fitted wall 
panels. These were made 
from wattle [woven mats 
of hazel stems] covered 
with daub (a mixture 

of clay, lime, straw, 
horsehair, and dung). 


Interior decor 
Special tools were used to carve and chisel the 
decorative features. The ES 
interior was colourful, with 
the stage columns painted 
to look like marble. Auger for 
boring holes 
Awls for in wood 
making 


Billhook 

sae for prunin 
holes pruning Hammer 

and lopping 


Gentlemen's room 
for wealthy spectators 


Gallery Hell (space / 
seats beneath the stage] 


Chisel 


Model theatre : Bey Y fre el ; Flying the flag 
This model gives us an idea of fon ae cos Each playhouse had its own flag, flown on 
how the Globe may have looked. < Ne = the days of a performance. The Globe also 


had a sign above its entrance, showing 
Hercules carrying a globe. 


It is based on a 1596 \ <a 
sketch of the Swan ' Vas The “thes. The 
playhouse. GF : : 
Excavations in 
1989 revealed E 
that the Globe . Stamp showing , 
was 30m = the Globe (the = / To tile or not to tile? 
(9° fl wide. theatre actually / | Pole for the The roof of the Globe was 
oe had 20 sides) / playhouse made of layers of straw and 
flag reeds. Thatched roofs were 
far cheaper than tiled roofs, 
but they were also a fire risk. 


Rose Swan Globe 


Upper rooms, 
where cannons 
were fired as 


a sound effect Thatched roof shielded the 
galleries from the weather 


ARAN Paw yf, ee “e 


Re te Y t ‘ 4 | 
a eee o.oo bg: _ | e é ; 
: =: el aay, 
In a play, the Heavens (stage f au egestas 
balcony could roof] - the aes : ‘ es 
represent castle underside was 
battlements or painted to look 
an upper window like a starry sky 
s py oe Gece Gis ae emt 4 sO] ai &s 


a 


Stage stuck out into 
Two columns the yard, where the 


held up the _ poorest people stood 
heavens to watch the plays 


helmet 


Staging A play ae 


Plays at the Globe were performed in the 
afternoons, by daylight. The scenery was 
limited, but there were some wonderful 
special effects. Angels and gods 

were lowered from the heavens”, 


Swan sta ge Rapier was 


In 1596, a Dutch visitor and devils and ghosts came up re 
named Johannes de 

Greg wend through a trapdoor on stage. At 

playhouse, giving us the the back of the stage, there was 


only image from that time 


of aShakespearean stage. | a CUrtained-off area used for 
OE Re showing picture-like scenes, 


bench. The scene might 


be set anywhere, from such as characters lying 
a palace to a ship's deck. dead or asleep 


Dagger was 


used in the 
left hand a scabbard, 
where the 


rapier was kept 


Playing at soldiers 
When players rushed on stage in full armour, waving 
swords, the audience knew that they were watching a 
battle. If the players carried scaling ladders, as in 
Henry V, the battle would become a siege. 


Play plot 
The “platt”, or 
plot, of a play 
was posted 
backstage. 

It listed the 
scenes, with the 

exits and entrances of all 
the characters. The actors 
needed to refer to the platt 
in ==" because they had not read 
Platt from The the whole play. Each player 
Seven Deadly was given only his own 
Sins, Part Two part to learn. 


Headless man 
A “beheaded man” 
could be shown on 
stage using two actors 
and a special table. The 
audience would see the 
“headless” body of a man, 
with his head apparently 
displayed at his feet. 


“Our statues and our images of 
Gods... Our giants, monsters, 


Spilt blood 


furies, beasts and bugbears, Lae gee pes 
Our helmets, shields, and in eee 
vizors, hairs and beards, character had a fake 
head cut off. The head 
Our pasteboard marchpanes contained a pig's 
. ” bladder, filled with 
and our wooden PICS... blood, which gushed 


all over the stage. 
RICHARD BROME 


LIST OF PLAYHOUSE PROPERTIES IN THE ANTIPODES 
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Useful props 
Props helped to 
set the scene. 
Crowns were 
important props ef 
in the history plays. “® 
Skulls were used 
when actors were 
Grave trouble talking about death, 
The trapdoor allowed players to disappear and appear Candle, often and candles carried on Crown 
suddenly. The hole in the floor was also used to represent carried by a <a to the stage told the 

a grave. In this scene from a modern production of player dressed . audience that it was night. 
Hamlet, the trapdoor represents the grave of Ophelia. in a nightgown 


The player 
puts his head 
through a hole 
in the table 


iiiosscorocsoncoseedl 


3) Ruff was placed 
es ee around the player's 
Hii? zeit neck once his head 


= was through 
| the hole 


The table surrounded we a curtain 
to hide what is underneath 


The actor had to be careful 
not to blink or move 


Music and dance 


From the royal court to the peasant’s cottage, music 
could be heard everywhere in Shakespeares time. 
Many people played instruments, and Elizabethan 
Abey lS audiences expected to hear good 
een music when they went to the 
late 1500s theatre. In Shakespeare's 
plays, there are more than orpharlat 
300 stage directions calling for music. This instrument 


He also wrote more than 70 songs SEA dine 
for his characters to sing. instrument maker 


John Rose. He 


€ ' named it after 

A we 2 Orpheus, a mythical 

a. ancient Greek 
musician. 


A spring in your step 
Many different dances were popular 
in Shakespeare's day. The galliard 
was a lively court dance with leaps, 
kicks, and springing steps, while the 
pavane was more Stately. Ordinary 
people enjoyed less formal dances, 
such as the wild morris, danced 
with bells strapped to the legs. 


Elaborately 
carved walnut 
body, inset 
with pearls 
and rubies 


Triangle Lute 


16th-century 
orpharian 


Couple dancing the 
galliard, by Flemish 
artist Hieronymus 
Francken the Elder, 
1540-1610 


Serenade in front of 
Silvia’s window, by 
John Gilbert, c. 1860 
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Love song 

In The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Sounds for clowns 

Thurio, who is in love with Silvia, The pipe and tabor (drum) 

hires musicians to “give some were played at the same 

evening music to her ear”. Music time by one person. They were used 
performed to win a woman's to accompany jigs - the clowns’ 

love is Known as a serenade. dances at the end of a performance. 
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Mysterious melodies 

The hautboy, or shawm, made 
an eerie, solemn sound, which 
Shakespeare used to create 
» an atmosphere of dread 
Meh in his tragedies. 


A woodwind % 
instrument, 
™% like an oboe 


Pipes produced 
a single continuous 
note called a drone 


16th-century 
engraving by 


Viol © Crispin de 

Played with PPawisge te Ys. Passe 7a 

a bow, the Pip AN “" Lovers’ lutes 

viol was used e. 4 ‘, A man often played the lute to win over the 
to accompany 4B @'. woman he loved. However, in The Taming of 
dances. In Twelfth Nn cS the Shrew, hot-tempered Katherina smashes 
Night, the foolish Sir Wa. Mouthpiece, Petruchio over the head with his Lute! 


Andrew Aguecheek 
“plays o’ the viol-de- 
gamboys” in order to 
appear fashionable. 


\ Q\ SN Bagpipe blues 

‘ — ‘ The bagpipe was mostly played at 

: eS country dances. Falstaff, in 

Henry IV Part One, 
says that he 
feels as sad as 
“the drone of a 
Lincolnshire 


bagpipe”. 


Viol made : 
in the 
1600s 


Bag was made 
of leather. 


The tune was 
played with the 
fingers on this pipe 


j Bagpipe 
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“Let the sounds 
of music creep 
in our ears. — 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
LORENZO IN 
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 


Classic lute 


Soothing sounds 

Many people believed that soothing lute music had the 
ability to heal. In King Lear, the mad king is brought to 
his senses with music — almost certainly played on a lute. 


The sheep's gut 
strings were 
plucked with the 
fingers and thumb 


Clothes and costumes 


Players in Shakespeare's day always dressed in clothes of 
| their own time. The wealthy paraded around in elaborate 

; Leather : : 

andsatin OUtfits that were padded to create startling shapes. There 
stoves _ were strict laws about clothes, which were worn as a sign 


Sweet ave: of rank. Players were the only people allowed to break 
Fashionable ladies wore = these laws, when they dressed 


scented gloves. In Much Ado 

About Nothing, Hero says, | UP aS nobles on stage. 
“These gloves... are an 

excellent perfume.” 


Ruff made from lace 


All puffed up 

Rich women wore wide 
dresses with huge, padded 
sleeves. As a rule, the less 
practical the dress, the 
higher the rank of 

the wearer. 


17th-century diamond 
and amethyst 
necklace 


Covered in jewels 
Ladies covered 
’ themselves with items 
(7 of jewellery, and had 
diamonds and pearls 


sewn into their dresses Portrait of 

and hair. The boy Elizabeth 

players wore cheaper Buxton by 
_@ costume jewellery Robert 
os made from glass. Peake, 
% c. 1589 


Sleeves 
stuffed with 
bombast, or 


Skirt held 
out bya 
farthingale 
frame 


Fashions for the stage 
Modern productions of Shakespeare's 
plays use clothes from many different 
periods of history. These 1920s designs 
for As You Like /t are early 1500s in style. 
Other productions have been set in 
Victorian, Elizabethan, or modern times. 
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Elizabethan exaggeration 
Under Elizabeth |, clothes worn by fashionable men 
called gallants grew even more exaggerated. Ruffs 
grew larger and padding became thicker. Legs were 
covered by trunk hose at the top, canions to below 
the knee, and nether stockings underneath. 


Hats off! 
a ” : line Men wore hats most of 
er f a, the time. Many gallants 

wore hats decorated 
with ostrich feathers, 
which they swept in 
front of them when bowing. 


Linen ruff 


4 


“t 


A cartwheel 
ruff made 
the face look 
as if it were 
on a plate 


ae 


Doublet 
with padded 
“peascod” belly! 


Trunk ars Functional fashion 


Less wealthy men wore 
cheaper fabrics such as 
wool instead of velvet or 
silk, and might have worn 
plain knee breeches 
rather than trunk 

hose and canions. 


Every gallant 
carried a sword 


Canions 


Nether 
stockings 


WN 

y ey The right shoes 
Ye 4 This carved horn was 

used by a gallant in 

the 1590s to help 

, him slip on his 
shoes. It is 

2 engraved with 


S. the image of a 


Ly 
"Ss man of fashion. 


A gallant of 

the 1590s, when 
smaller ruffs were 
back in fashion 


A gallant of the 
1580s, when ruffs 
were at their 
largest 


Pes 
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The boy player 


In Shakespeare's time, only men could act on the English stage, 
SO women’s roles were performed by boys. Although these 
actors were called boy players, they probably played females 
until they were in their 20s. Shakespeare often had 


fun making the boy players act the _The skirt 
aon parts of women disguised as men. e _ over the 
disguise For example, in the play As You Like It, _* iia Ss 


In the film Shakespeare in the heroine Rosalind pretends 


Love, Gwyneth Paltrow 
playsawomanwho to be aman called Ganymede. 
disguises herself as 
a boy because she ; 
wants to go on stage. Pulling the laces 

tight will give 

the boy 

a waist 


Skirt over hoop 

He puts on an embroidered 
skirt, which will show through 
the front of the dress. 


Wheel, or French, 
farthingale 


Outstanding! 

The boy steps into a hooped 
farthingale that makes the skirt 
of the dress stand out. 


Laced up 


Next, he puts on 


a tight upper garment Fashionable figures 
called a bodice. The The fashion for exaggerated hips 
tireman helps to lace and bottoms was achieved with a 
up the back. farthingale - a series of hoops made 
The petticoat of whalebone, wood, or wire - ora 


ee ae padded belt called a bum roll. 
rom the su 


fabric of the rest 
of the costume 


Bell-shaped 
farthingale 


farthingale 


‘lf | were a woman 
The real thing vont 
Getting started A boy player needed the help of the tireman S aS Many O 
me aA ee Is to get ready for his performance. Once a boy YOU aS had beards that 
getting ready to play : a = 
Rosalind, the heroine bas meaning his dress, make UP and ie pleased me. 
of As You Like It. He he was totally convincing as a female. 


starts by putting on English travellers in Europe were always WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
a petticoat. amazed to see real women acting there. ROSALIND IN AS YOU LIKE IT 
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Rosy hue 
The red pigment used 
on cheeks and lips was 
made by grinding a 
mineral called 
cinnabar, or by 
crushing the 
roots of the 
madder plant. 


Green fig 
Talc 


Pasty pastes English roses 


There were various 
recipes for white Pale skin was a sign of nobility, as 
make-up. Onewasa —_—_ people with tanned skin were likely 
mixture of talc and tin tg he labourers who worked outside. 


that was burned ina 


furnace then ground Rosy cheeks were also a sign of <a i 
up with green figs beauty. Boy players used the same 2) ees 
and vinegar. Another type of make-up as noblewomen A Bee, a: 
recipe used lead, a when they were on stage. : eae 


poisonous metal. +o 


Padded sleeves 


Flat, stiff front 


A fluttering 


Rosalind’s dress fan made a 


Fe is one of the called a stomacher. good prop 
ost expensive Ps. for a boy 
costumes _ i Luxurious, ge # playing a 
. woman 


3 beaded Y age 
satin fabric Les 


Wearing heels 

The dress is fitted over 
everything to complete the 
outfit, and the boy puts on a 
pair of heeled shoes. These 
are hidden by the dress, but 
wearing them will help him 
to walk in a ladylike manner. 


Rosalind! 

After putting ona 
ruff, wig, and make-up, 
the boy is ready to play 
Rosalind. He repeats the 
first line to himself: “Dear 
Celia, | show more mirth 
than | am mistress of.” 


The apple-wives 
found it hard to 
make a living if 
the playhouses 
were closed 


The audience 


Playgoing was a popular form of 
entertainment in the late 1500s. 
As many as 3,000 people 
would gather to watch a 
show. Farmers, sailors, 
ntieear its, and servants stood 
the audience watches sjqe@ by side in the 
ea crowded yard. 
Lawyers and 
merchants filled the gallery 
seats, while nobles sat in 
the gentlemen's rooms 


next to the stage. 


In the gallery 


Shakespearian snacks 
Apples and pears were sold 

as snacks in the playhouses 

in Shakespeare's time. 
Different varieties 
were available at 
different times. 
The first / 
apples to ripen 

were called 
“Juneaters” 

because they were 
ready for eating on 

29 June, St John’s Day. 


Williams 
pears 


Pippins, grown 

in orchards in 
Kent, were the 
most common 
variety of apple 


Pippin 
apples 


Apples were Kyle 
bought as gifts 
for noblewomen 


Apple-wives 
Nut carpet Female fruit-sellers called 


In 1988 and 1989, apple-wives loved the 

" archaeologists found large audiences they found 

hazelnut shells in the at the playhouses. They 

yards of the Rose and Globe. The wandered around the yard 
shells were mixed with ash and and the galleries carrying 
used as a floor covering to keep baskets of fruit to sell to 


the yards dry in wet weather. hungry customers. 


—— 


According to the accounts 

of some theatregoers, 
groundlings stank of 
garlic and onions 


Garlic 
cloves 


Money was carried 
in a purse dangling 
from a belt because 
\ The groundlings few clothes at 
often heckled the the time had 
players, shouting pockets Tankards 
rude comments and were 
throwing apples if usually 
they got bored made from 
pewter 
or wood 
Scarecrows 


The people who 

stood in the yard 

were nicknamed 
“groundlings” 

or “scarecrows” 
because of their 
shabby appearance. 
They were also called 
“stinkards” because of 
the way they smelled. 


Thieves 
Playgoers 
risked being 

robbed by a cutpurse. 
Some thieves dressed as 
gentlemen and worked 
in the galleries, where 
the richest pickings 
were to be found. 


Crowds of stinkards would 
sometimes start fights and 
riots - even the actors on the 
stage were not safe when 
they went on the rampage 


Getting merry 

Groundlings guzzled ale from tankards, 
while gallery folk preferred wine. Many of 
Shakespeare's characters, such as Sir John 
Falstaff in The Merry Wives of Windsor, drink 
a strong Spanish wine called sack. 


“Your stinkard 
has the self-same 
liberty to be there 

in his tobacco 

fumes which 
your sweet 
courtier hath.” 


Comfort costs 
It cost one penny to stand 
in the yard. For an extra penny, 
playgoers could sit in the gallery. 


the Rose 
playhouse 


THOMAS DEKKER 
THE GULL’S HORNBOOK, 1609 


In Shakespeare's time, a comedy meant simply a light- 
hearted play with a happy ending. In the 1590s, Shakespeare 
wrote ten comedies, most of them with plots taken from old 
love stories. He liked stories in 
which young lovers overcome 
various obstacles before 
being allowed to marry. 


Pound of flesh = The lovers might have to 
In The Merchant of 


Love and marriage 
Although people were 
fascinated by love stories, in 
real life they rarely married 
for love. The upper 
classes usually 


Portia 


Shylock 


Venice, Shylock, a put on a disguise or run Ls = “a Bee 
pen Sheer ealmes away trom homemout : fom fie ST pened 
that Antonio owes him a rs , . aes 


a pound of flesh for eve ryth Ng always 
failing to repay a 


Ree ike turns out all right 
heroine, disguises in the end. 


herself as a lawyer 
to defend Antonio. 


+ 


4 


cat 


SY 


+4 
et 


eye He 
a 


Forest of Arden 
When Rosalind, the 
heroine of As You Like 
It, is banished from 
court, she goes to live 
in the Forest of Arden. 
Jaques, a miserable 
lord, is also banished 
to the forest, where he 
meets Touchstone, a locket is 
jester who shares his A Oe TF Cee 3 , a oe closed, the 
upside-down view = eb | G.\ “i a re a lovers are 
of the world. & : gs): face to face 


oe 


* A pte 


When the 


16th-century locket 
containing miniatures 
painted by Nicholas 
Hilliard 


Ditched 

In The Merry Wives 
of Windsor, Falstaff 
sends love letters to 
two “merry wives” 
hoping to get hold 
of their money. The 
wives find out and 
plot revenge. In one 
scene, Falstaff hides 
in a basket of dirty 
laundry and is then 
dumped in a ditch. 


Nalentiie’ Ss jag 
Valentine, the hero of The Two Gentlemen of Verona, 
is exiled from Milan and captured by outlaws. The 
play ends with Valentine finding love and winning 
a pardon for his outlaw friends. 
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Malvolio is 
usually stern 
and cold, 

so, when 

he smiles 
continuously 
at Olivia, she 
thinks that he 
has gone mad 


Malvolio’s 
name 
means 
“bad will” 


Malvolio's 
costume Is 
usually 
made as 
farcical as 
possible for 
the scene 
with Olivia 


) 


4 


ne 
S 


Olivia has 
sworn to 
wear a veil 
for seven 
years, 
mourning 
her dead 
brother 


Olivia 


Magic and mischief 


Malvolio dreams 
of being made 
Count Malvolio 


In Twelfth Night, 
Malvolio, the 
conceited steward 
of Olivia, receives a 
letter that he thinks is 
from Olivia. It says that 
she loves him, and tells 
him to wear yellow 
stockings and to smile at 
her. Malvolio follows the 
orders and ends up being 
locked up as a madman. 


Malvolio, the 


of the comic 
sub-plot in 
Twelfth Night 


In A Midsummer Night's Dream, King Oberon asks 
Puck to drop a love potion in Queen Titania’s eyes 
as she sleeps. On waking, she falls instantly in love 
with Bottom, the weaver. To cause mischief, Puck 
has given Bottom the head of an ass. 


‘£ the hero, decides to marry bad- 


Petruchio 


central character 


Bottom with 
the head 
of an ass 


Wormwood 
(Artemesia 
absinthium) 


Oberon cures 
Titania with a 
herb, thought to 
be wormwood 


UNITED ARTISTS PICTURE 


Making a good wife 
This poster is for the 1929 film of 
\ = The Taming of the Shrew. Petruchio, 


tempered Katherina for money, not 
f love. The play shows how Petruchio 
goes about “taming” Katherina, 

turning her into an obedient wife. 


‘And each several 
chamber bless 
Through this palace 
with sweet peace; 
And the owner 
of it blessed 
Ever shall in safety rest.” 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
OBERON IN A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 


name 


) The King’s Men. =: 


Queen Elizabeth | died on 24 March 1603 and 
the crown passed to her closest male 
relative, James VI of Scotland. He was 
crowned James | of England on 25 July 
1603, founding the Stuart dynasty. 
James was a supporter of the 
theatre, and became the patron of 
Shakespeare's company, which was 
renamed the King’s Men. To please 


the King, Shakespeare wrote Coat-of-arms 

F One sign of Shakespeare's 
Macbeth, q tragedy with growing success was that 
a Scottish setting. in 1596 he received a 


coat-of-arms, the badge 
of a gentleman. 


Noble frog 
In the early 1600s, it was 
fashionable for courtiers to 
carry purses in the shape of 
unusual objects or animals, 
such as this frog. Although 
frogs were linked with 
witchcraft in Macbeth, they 
were also a symbol of spring. 


James | of England 
James | (1566-1625) was -ROyal touch 


crowned in 1603, but was These gold Es 
unable to come to London touchpieces” were 


until 15 March 1604. given by James | 
He was kept away by a 
terrible new outbreak 
of the plague. 


to people suffering 
from a disease 
called scrofula. 

A royal touch was 
supposed to cure the \% 
disease. 


Macbeth cries, “Hence, 
horrible shadow!” 
when he sees 
Banquo's ghost 


The ghost of Banquo 
makes a terrifying 
appearance at 

a feast 


Evil spirits 

Witches were thought to have evil 
spirit helpers, which took the 
shape of animals such as 
black cats, toads, and 
crows. In the 17th Symes ep 
century, hundreds Murder and treason 
of innocent people In Macbeth, the witches tell Macbeth that he will be King of 
Black were accused Scotland, but that his friend Banquo will be the father of Kings. 
cat of witchcraft. Macbeth murders the King to seize the crown, then kills Banquo. 
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Curse of Macbeth 
The black magic 

in Macbeth has led 

to a belief among 
superstitious actors, 
that the play is 

cursed. According 

to the 17th-century 
writer John Aubrey, 

bad luck followed 

the play from its first 
performance, when 

the boy playing Lady 
Macbeth fell sick 

and died. Actors try 

to beat the curse by 
never mentioning the 
play's title, calling it “the 
Scottish play” instead. 


This witch's 
costume was 
used in a Royal 
Shakespeare 
production of 
Macbeth 


The dark colours of 
the costume reflect 
the description by 
Shakespeare of the 
ugly “midnight hags” 


Dress made of torn 
strips of cotton 


Actors say it is 
bad luck to wear 
costumes from 
Macbeth in any 
other production 


: Hector's 
Hector's body horrified 
behind his or parents 
chariot % watch 
: from Troy 


Comedy or tragedy? 

This Roman lamp shows a scene from the 
Trojan war, the subject of Shakespeare's 
Troilus and Cressida, one of three plays that 
are difficult to categorize. All's Well That Ends 
Well, Measure for Measure, and Troilus and 
Cressida share many features of comedy, 

but they are also dark and gloomy in mood. 


Family feud 
Romeo and Juliet 
tells the story 

of two young 
lovers who are 
kept apart by a fi 
family feud. It | 
takes the tragic 

deaths of the 

lovers to bring 

the feud to an end. 


# The famous tragedies 


=_ 


| / In the early 1600s, Shakespeare wrote the great 
3 tragedies Hamlet, King Lear, Othello, and Macbeth. 
These four plays contain Shakespeare's most famous 
poetry, and provided his star Richard Burbage with 
his greatest roles. The plays also contain exciting 
action scenes, such 

as the fencing duel 

at the end of Hamlet. 


Saati. 


Hamlet thrusts 
at Laertes's 

right shoulder, 
scoring a hit 


Laertes catches 
Hamlet off guard 
and cuts him 
with his poisoned 


Laertes 
tries to 


tab 
ae sword - it will be 
who his death blow 
deflects 


the blow 


Laertes defends 
himself against 
Hamlet 


Hamlet is 
the better 
swordsman 


Hamlet 
thrusts at 
Laertess 
thigh 


Street fight 
Shakespeare 
wrote swordfights 
into several of his 
plays. In Romeo 
and Juliet, 
Romeo's friend 
Mercutio fights 
Juliet’s cousin 
Tybalt ina 
street brawl. 


Deadly duel 
Hamlet does not know 

that the villain Claudius has 
persuaded Laertes to use a 
poisoned sword. In the duel, 
both Laertes and Hamlet are 
wounded by the sword. The 
dying Laertes confesses to 
Hamlet, who kills Claudius 
before he dies himself. 


Fighting fit 
Players had to be skilled at 
swordfighting. Gentlemen 
learned fencing.as part of their 
education, so, if they saw clumsy 
fighting in a play, they would boo 
the players off the stage. 


Tricked 

The hero of 

Othello is a Moor 

(North African) 

married to Desdemona. 

The evil villain, lago, 

plots Othello’s downfall 

by making him suspect 

that Desdemona is 

unfaithful. Driven mad by 

jealousy, Othello murders 

his innocent wife. Too late, 
he realizes that he has 
made a mistake. 


Othello 


This poster, advertising a production of Othello, shows 
the Moor preparing to kill his sleeping wife Desdemona 


Fencers used a light, thin 
stabbing sword called a rapier 


Hamlet gazes at 
his father’s ghost, 
but his mother 
Gertrude cannot 
see the ghost, 
and thinks that 
her son is mad 


In King Lear, an 

old king divides his 
kingdom between 
two wicked 
daughters and 
rejects the 
daughter who 
loves him. He 
eventually comes 
to understand 
how foolish 
he has been. 


Most unnatural murder 
In the 1947 film Hamlet, Laurence Olivier 
played the Danish prince. He is ordered 
by the ghost of his father to avenge his 
“foul and most unnatural murder”. 


Hamlet is the most 


complex of 2 
2G ikea Potonius, So shall you hear 
laa Of carnal, bloody, 
accidentally and unnatural acts, 
killed by ; : 
enicbinhs Of accidental judgements, 
istakes him ” 
soethe Kio casual slaughters. 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
HORATIO IN HAMLET 


The Roman plays 


In the early 1600s, both Shakespeare and Ben Jonson 
wrote tragedies set in ancient Rome. This subject was 
familiar to educated members of their audiences, thanks 
to the influence of Roman writers such as Seneca. Setting 
plays in Rome allowed playwrights to discuss political 
issues without risking offending the government. 


Poster fora 
1965 production 
of Coriolanus 


Offending portrait 

Julius Caesar (100-44 bce) was the 
subject of Shakespeare's first 
Roman play. Caesar was a 
Roman general, who was 
murdered because he 
started to act like a 
king. He was the first 
Roman to put his 
portrait on a coin, 
which offended 

many people. 


Roman reject 

In Coriolanus, Shakespeare tells the story of an 
ambitious Roman nobleman called Coriolanus, 
who is a great warrior but a poor politician. 
When the people of Rome reject Coriolanus, 
he joins the city’s enemies, the Volscians. 


Roman coin with 
the portrait of 
Julius Caesar 


In the play Julius Caesar, the ghost of 
the murdered leader returns to speak 
to Brutus, the man who killed him 


Brutus asks the 

ghost if he is 
“some devil that 
mak’st my blood 
i turn cold and my 
eat hair to stare” 


~aee 


EZ 


Brutus, who 


Mark Antony, '\\\\ \ een 
plans Caesar’s who defeats \ 
murder Brutus in war 


Murdering hero 

The hero of Julius Caesar is 
Caesar's friend and killer, Brutus. 
After Caesar’s murder, Mark Antony 


rouses the people of Rome with hi aS ee 
ses the people of Rome with his SS 
famous speech, “Friends, Romans, a St 


countrymen, lend me your ears.” " 
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The folds of Cobre, 
togas make ce eon the type 
good places for i = 9 of snake 
actors playing oe : } with which 
the killers in Pee Cleopatra 
Julius Caesar ve may have 


to hide their 2 
daggers | killed herself 


her maid 


rN Cleopatra with 
Charmian 


Love before duty 

In Antony and Cleopatra, 

Antony falls in love with 

1940s US Cleopatra, the Queen of 
actress Egypt. Lovestruck, Antony 
Katherine forgets his duties to 
Cornell as Rome. The play ends with 
Cleopatra the suicide of the lovers. 
Antony stabs himself and 

Cleopatra makes a 

deadly snake 

bite her. 


Togas or cloaks? 
Roman citizens dressed 
in elaborately folded 
robes called togas. But 
Shakespeare would not 
have known what a toga 
was. The Roman 
characters in his plays 
would have worn cloaks, 
as courtiers did in 
Shakespeare's time. 


In ancient Rome, cs a 
a a : ‘ Squeaking Cleopatra 


sign of high rank a Miss Darragh played Cleopatra 
| a to Jerrold Robertshaw’s Antony 

in this 20th-century production. 

Witty and clever, Cleopatra dies 

imagining her story being 

performed on stage, with a 

“squeaking” boy playing her role. 


The romances 


In 1608, the King’s Men took over a second 
playhouse at Blackfriars. The new audience, made 
up of wealthy Londoners, inspired a new style of 
playwriting. Between 1608 and 1611, Shakespeare 
wrote four plays for the Blackfriars. Known as the 
romances, they have in 
“ = common fairytale plots, 
Regret and reunion the adventures of noble 


This photo is from a 1966 production of h d h . 
A Winter's Tale. King Leontes thinks that eroes and neroines, 


Me COUNTESS 
¢ y' BEE Reoriy ae 


Polixenes is in love with his wife and and fami lies broken & ates 
locks her away. After she fakes : Ss : 
ae, her own death, the royal couple apa rt and reun ited ‘ Hor om ns nd BHAREBYEARY pe 


ai reunited. 
A - 


i 
~~ ° Shipwreck spell 
A i The Tempest tells the story of Prospero, a magician living cx ei : Stage romances 
, a on an island with a band of fairy spirits. He uses magic pee Lf sei: = Shakespeare was also 
to wreck a ship carrying his enemies. ~~ ” 4 Novel idea inspired by playwrights 


Shakespeare was Francis Beaumont and 


inspired by stories _ John Fletcher, who had 
such as Arcadia by Sir been writing stage 
Philip Sydney (1593). romances since 1607. 
It tells the tale Fletcher later worked 


of two disguised 
princes in 

their search 
for love. 


with Shakespeare 
on his last 
three plays. 


Illustration for Prospero’s spirits Illustration for Oe “ P Sri ee 
The Tempest by bring a banquet to the Cymbeline by TAR \ ; 
Robert Dudley, shipwrecked seafarers Robert Dudley, 

1856 1856 


"... /come 
To answer thy best 
pleasure; bet to fly, 


Plot twists 
In the play Cymbeline, 


To swim to dive Posthumus and Imogen 

: a fj are forced to part when 
into the fire, to ride Posthumus is banished. 

ps Cymbeline has more plot 

On the curled clouds... twists than any other 
Shakespeare play, with 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE eight surprises in a row 

ARIEL IN THE TEMPEST in the final scene. 
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ele aad Miraculous music _ Fancy dress 
Beane Pericles tells the story of Thaisa, ie é cee A type of court 
BP coschore = who is buried at sea by her (Se entertainment called 
bye grieving husband Pericles. She Ss : a masque (a mixture of 
is washed ashore at Ephesus, : i : » ballet, opera, and fancy 
where she is brought back to ; : Men = dress) influenced the 
life by the miraculous 2 staging at the Blackfriars 
power of music. playhouse. In The Tempest, 
r Prospero stages his 
own masque with 
the help of magic. 


Illustration 
from The Children’s 
Shakespeare (1911) 
by Charles 
Folkard 


BO oem ames: 


BENS eRe, Hee, 


‘3 idea’ 
2 SE 


¢ 
é 
$ 
3 
: 
He 
¢ 
: 


ei: 


is ; ‘ 
. a ate jg ie Useved 
” e205. om 


fe ah Wee 


DOL ba. TB) y da 


J wis 


The playwright’s 
signature 


Part of the legal 
document giving 
Shakespeare the rights 
to the house at 
Blackfriars 


New house 

In 1613, Shakespeare 

bought a house close to 

the Blackfriars playhouse. 

He did not spend much time 

there as he had already gone Woman in a masque 
back to live in Stratford. costume, c. 1615 


\ dis, 
\ Vy, 
; WV Ned Yj 


Engraving of 

Dr John Dee making 
calculations with a 
globe and compass 


Protective 
leather case 


C Sun and stars 


The Sun and 

Moon are GAG Mirror made 

important It is the stars, the stars above Paeonedien 
logical re " 2 | 

igs that govern our conditions, | een 


says the Earl of Kent in 
King Lear. In Shakespeare's 
time, many people believed 
in astrology — the Idea that 
heavenly bodies could control 
or influence life on Earth. 
Elizabethan sailors also 
used the Sun and the stars 
to find their way at sea. 


Mirror, mirror 

Royal astrologer Dr John Dee (1527-1608) claimed 
he had received this mirror from an angel. He would 

gaze into the glass, hoping to see visions of the future. 


> 


———— 


ae OBSERVAT. SIDERE 
fcatétadeo vrli quis vereré Pythagoreorfi fenté- 
tiam exfufcitare velit, Dunam fcilice: effe quafi Tellurem 


alcerdcint pars licidior terren@ fuperficté, obfeurior vere a. | 
a magis congrue reprasenter:mibi alt dubitt fuirnungua | | 


Toccefire globi x lage conjpettt,atg, « radiis Solarib, perfufi, 
ferred fuperficit clarioré,obcuriort vero aqueam fe fein cone 
‘pedi tatwra. Deprefiores infuperinLunacernun- 
tur magn miacula,quam clariores plage: in illa 
enim tam cré{cente,quam decrefcente femperin 
lucis tenebrarumg; confinio, prominente hinc- 
inde circaipfas maghas maculas contermini lu- 
cidioris,veluti in deferibendis figuris obferuaui- 
mus,neq; depreffiorestantiimo o fant diGtarum 
maculari termini,fed equabiliores;nec rugis,auc 
afperitatib.interrupti.Lucidiorveropars maxime. 
gppemaculas eminet,adco vt & ante quadratura 
prima,®&in ipfa ferme fecunda circamacula qua- 
da,fuperioré, borealé népe Lune plaga, occupaté 
yaldeattollanturta fupraiilla,, q infraingetes §de 
eminétiz,velutiappofite pleferiit delineationcs, 
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Heceadé macula ante fecundam quadraturam ni- 
gtioribusgitbufdam terminis circumnuallata conipi- 
citur, qui tanquam altiffima montium idgaex parte 
Soli aterfa ob{ciiriores apparerit,qua Yero Solem re- 
fpiciunt,lucidiores cxftar,cttius oppofitum in canita- 
tbusacciditsquarum parsSoli auerfa fpléndens appa- 
tet, obfcuravero ac vmbrofa; que ex parte Solis fica 
eft. Imminitadeindeluminofi Riperhele chm pri= 
int tora ferme dicta maculatencbris cit obduGascla= 
tora montiym dork eminenter tencbris Candune 
Hance duplicem apparentiam (equentes figureicom= 
monitrant: : “hee 
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Galileo’s 1610 book The Starry 
Messenger, showing the 
scientist’s drawings of the 
cratered surface of the Moon 
Scale 


The shadow 
vane was lined 
up so that its 
shadow fell on 
the horizon vane 


The horizon 
vane was 
aimed at 

the horizon 


Star gazing 
In 1609, Italian scientist Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) built 
a telescope to study the night sky. In 1610, he published 
his discoveries in a book called The Starry Messenger. 


Well-equipped 

Dr John Dee was expert at 
navigating using the Sun and 
stars. His specialist equipment 
included a compass, a wind 
vane, and a sundial. 


Averynccellary 


ent for 


1625 engraving 
of an alchemist 


Sundial Table for calculating 
and tides from the 
compass phases of the Moon 


Best book 

& In 1595, scientist John 

9 Davis (c. 1550-1605) wrote The 

f itt Seaman's Secrets, the most 
wR, 


The science of the stone 
Dee was also interested in alchemy, 
the scientific search for the magical 
“philosopher's stone”, which could 


accurate guide to navigation of 

the 16th century. Davis made 

Wind vane three voyages into the Arctic, 
hoping to find a route to China. 


turn metals such as lead into gold. Wind vane 
Ben Jonson made fun of this practice screws into 
in his 1611 comedy The Alchemist. place here 
The sighting 
vane Was 


positioned 

at the 
estimated 
latitude 


Galileo's telescope was 
a great improvement 
on a Dutch invention 


A replica of Galileo’s telescope The navigator looked 
through the slit in 


the sighting vane 


Backs to the Sun 

John Davis also invented the back-staff, 

an instrument that determined a ship's 

latitude (north-south position) from 

the height of the Sun. With a back- 
__ staff, navigators could turn their 
backs to the Sun and use 
a shadow to measure 
its height. 


Secret studies 
John Gielgud starred as 
scientist-magician 
Prospero in the 1991 
film Prospero’s Books, 
based on Shakespeare's 
The Tempest. Prospero 
describes himself in the 
play as being “rapt in 
secret studies”. 


Davis's back-staff, the 
most popular navigation 
instrument until well 

into the 17th century 


“These late eclipses of the sun and moon portend no good to us.” 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
THE EARL OF GLOUCESTER IN KING LEAR 


After finishing The Tempest in 1611, Shakespeare returned 
to Stratford. Now a wealthy man, he went to live in New 
Place, the house that he had bought for his family in 1997. 
Shakespeare died on 23 April 1616, and was buried at the 
Holy Trinity Church in Stratford with the words Curst 

be he that moves my bones” inscribed on his grave. 


Home study 

Shakespeare continued to write for about 
two years after he returned to Stratford. 
He visited London from time to time to 
work with John Fletcher on the three 
plays Henry VIII, Two Noble Kinsmen, 

and a lost play called Cardenio. 
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Last lines 

In 1613, Shakespeare wrote his last 
lines for the theatre in the play Two 
Noble Kinsmen. This little-known play 
tells the story of two friends, Palamon 
and Arcite. The characters, shown 
here in a production of the play at 

the modern Globe Theatre, both fall 
for the beautiful Emilia, and rivalry in 
love turns them into bitter enemies. 


Sound effect backfires 
On 29 June 1613, disaster struck at the 
Globe during a performance of Henry Vill. ah 
Sparks from the playhouse cannon ye Lae = 
set fire to the thatched roof and a 
the Globe was burned to the 
ground. At about this time, 4 
Shakespeare retired from 
writing for good. The Globe 
was rebuilt 
on the 
foundations 
of the 
building 
_ destroyed 
a by fire 


The cannon was fired to 
announce the arrival of the 
King, played by Richard Burbage 


Nee Raised from the ashes 
| ae, eee The King’s Men rebuilt the 
Elizabethan cannon with bronze (Gee,\ Globe with a fireproof, tiled 
barrel and reproduction wooden stand im roof, and reopened it in 1614 
Y iy j ; 


Hall Croft, Stratford A good nrenees 


In 1607, Shakespeare’s daughter In 1623, a stone statue of 
Susanna went to live at Hall Croft Shakespeare, sculpted by 
with her new husband John Hall. Geerart Janssen, was 
Shakespeare approved of John and installed in the Holy 
would have returned home for the Trinity Church. The 
wedding. During his last years in monument is likely to 
London, Shakespeare would have be an accurate portrait 
returned to Stratford for events of the writer as it was 
such as his mother’s funeral in 1608. approved by his family. 
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ree Sis GENIO eee ARTE Maron M, 
TERRA TEGIT, POPVLVS MARET, OLYMPVS HABET & 


STAY PASSENGS, SMH GORST “HIOV BY. SO FAST, 
INST, WHOM ENVIOVS DEAT! HAF PLAST 
TH IN HIS MOKVIPENT SHAK SPEARE, WIE WHOME , 
QVIGK NET JRE DIDE, WiJOSE, NAVE,.DO'H DEC KY TOMBE , 
; Ht ALLY HE HAFI WRITT, 
f PACE, TO SERVE HIS VATT. 
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Mourning 
jewellery was 
often decorated 
with reminders 
of death such 
as skulls and 
skeletons 


inert 


will” Ss will 

Shakespeare left his houses 

and land to his eldest daughter 
Susanna. His younger daughter 
Judith received £300, a large sum 
at the time. Shakespeare's wife 
Anne received only his second- 
best bed, but it is likely that she 
remained at New Place until 

her death in 1623. 


Remember me 

Shakespeare also left money to his 
closest friends from the King’s Men 
so that they could buy gold mourning 
rings in his memory. 


Printed plays 


Shakespeare had little interest 
in seeing his plays in print. They 


17th-century 


image of a 

ea were written to be performed, and 
lettersfor COuld reach a far larger audience 
printing 


at the Globe than they would as 
books. About half of Shakespeare's plays 
were published during his lifetime, as little 
books called quartos. Seven years after his 
death, Shakespeare's plays were published 


In a single volume, known as the First Folio. 


Hard pressed 

Printing in Shakespeare's day was a slow 
process. Metal letters in a frame were 
placed ona “coffin” and inked with a ball. A 
pressman put the paper on a frame called a 
tympan, and lowered it onto the coffin. He 
then slid the coffin under a plate called a 
platen. Finally, he lowered the platen, 
pressing the paper onto the inky letters. 


Mz. WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARES 
COMEDIES, 
HISTORIES, & 
PFRAGEDIES 

neng Tie On: 


dreame. ~ 


Asitbath beene fundry times pub- 
likely atted, by the Right Honoura 
bie, the Lord Chamberlaine his 


Heavy platen, 
or printing 
plate 


Quarto 

This edition of A ™ 

Mid Night’ : : 
ee eae estholio 

ghee Was Minted ci 1605) Hater 

. 1 ! Y 

in 1600. Each copy Condell and John 


cost six pennies - 
six times the cost aes published 
of seeing the play of shakespeare s 
plays in the leather- 
on stage. The 
bound First Folio. A 
name quarto, crear : 
meaning fourth, : By atin wor 
comes from the oe e . a large 
fact that four pages rs wit pie : 
were printed on made up of standar 
sheets, or leaves, of 


each side of a 
single sheet. paper folded in half. 


LONDON 
Primwedby linac faggenl.and Ed Bleune 1623 
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Sturdy wooden frame 


Hand press 


rer iS 
nae tag Illustrations of 

irises from John 4 
Gerard's History \ 
of Plants (1597) . 


ce, 


3 iH Embroidered 
| carrying bag for 
4% \ pocket book | 


Tympan 
Sa 
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Colouring in 
Book illustrations were printed in black and white 
from carved blocks of wood. The colour was added 
by hand, which was a slow and expensive process. 


Printers 
usually 
worked 
in pairs 


e we. : ay Book in a bag 
Cc ex AG It was fashionable to read 


pocket-sized books while 
walking in the open air. The 


Bar to —— s books often contained short 
lower : religious texts, to appeal 
platen Detail from a to Puritans, or almanacs, 


17th-century engraving 
of a print shop 


which were predictions of 
the coming year’s events. 


16th-century This book was 
pocket book, with a x designed to be 


: = gallant in a feathered displayed with 
4 L (<o hat for decoration imentically bound 
a | ne / \ editions of other 
Shakespeare 
Z plays 


Sliding coffin 


Leather 
ink ball, 
stuffed with 
horsehair 


Shakespeare's 
coat-of-arms 


Unlimited editions 
By 1913, when this copy of Romeo and Juliet was printed, hundreds of 
editions of Shakespeare's plays had been published around the world, 
reaching an audience far larger than Shakespeare could have imagined. 


Detail from an engraving 
of a pressman lifting 
a printed sheet 


Shakespeare s legacy 


“He was not of an age, but for all time,” wrote the playwright 
Ben Jonson to describe his friend William Shakespeare, and he 
has been proved right. Shakespeare's plays are still performed 
all over the world and have inspired films, ballets, musicals, 
s and operas. His other great legacy is to the English language. 
Dreamy dish Hundreds of everyday meu i 


Designed in 1853 words and phrases such 
by W B Kirk, this 


porcelain fruit as cold-blooded” and 
ee “fair play” appeared first 
scene from in a Shakespeare play. 


A Midsummer 
Night's Dream. 


Herbert Beerbohm Captured in glass 
Tree as Cardinal This stained-glass window 
Wolsey in Henry VIII depicting some of Shakespeare's 


comic characters is in Southwark 
Cathedral, London, where the 
playwright worshipped. The 


. 7 Pa 
window, designed by Christopher [f INN < 
Webb, was unveiled in 1954. Ba 4 b 


Cartoons 

In the 1990s, some 
of Shakespeare's 
plays were made 
into cartoons for 
children’s television. 
In this scene from A 
Midsummer Night's 
Dream, Oberon is 
about to wake 


Spectacular Shakespeare UNE Gt Ie 
British actor-manager Herbert Beerbohm Bie ey 
Tree was famous for his spectacular and Titania; wake YOU, 
lavish productions of Shakespeare's plays ny SVEN 

in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
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Stratford celebrations 
Each year, millions of tourists visit Stratford to see where 
Shakespeare was born and raised. Tourists first came to 
Stratford in 1769, when 
actor and producer David 
Garrick organized the 
Shakespeare Jubilee. 


Stratford’s market square 
hung with banners for the 
Shakespeare Jubilee in 1769 


Putting it to music 

In the 1940s and ‘50s, two of 
Shakespeare's plays were turned 
into popular musicals - Kiss Me 
Kate, based on The Taming of the Shrew, 
and West Side Story, which is the tale of 
Romeo and Juliet set in New York. Operatic 
adaptations of Shakespeare's plays include 
Verdi's Macbeth, Othello, and Falstaff, all 


composed in the second - 


half of the 19th century. 


Shakespeare's 
Queen, 
Elizabeth |, 
together with 
Henry V and 
Richard III 


Poets’ Corner 


Tempest in space In 1740, this statue of Shakespeare was 
The 1956 film Forbidden Planet set up in London's Westminster Abbey. 
takes the story of Shakespeare's It overlooks Poets’ Corner, where 


some of Britain's greatest poets are 


"play The Tempest and sets 
buried or have memorials. 


it in outer space. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 1564 - i616 
BURIED AT. STRATFORD—ON-AVON 


Elizabeth | ruled England for 45 years 


1558 
Elizabeth, daughter of Henry VIII and 
Anne Boleyn, is crowned queen. 


1564 
William Shakespeare is born 
in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. 


1568 


The actor Richard Burbage is born. 


1582 
ae | Shakespeare is married to a local 
x farmer's daughter, Anne Hathaway. 
1583 
‘ Shakespeare's first child, his daughter 


Susanna, is born. 


Shakespeare's birthplace 
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1585 

Shakespeare's wife gives 
birth to twins, Judith and 
Hamnet. 


c. 1587 

Shakespeare leaves his 
family in Stratford to establish 
himself in London as an 


actor and playwright. Cannonball 
used by 
1588 English fleet 


The English naval fleet 

defeats the invading Spanish Armada 
of nearly 150 ships, sent by Philip Il, 
King of Spain. This was one of the 
more dramatic episodes in England's 
bitter war with Spain, which lasted 
from 1585-1604. 


1591 

Shakespeare begins to court the 
patronage of the royal family and 
dedicates his poem Venus and 
Adonis to Henry Wriothesley, 

the Earl of Southampton. 


1592 

The plague sweeps through London, 
causing many of the city’s playhouses 
to close for the next two years. 


1594 

Shakespeare becomes a founding 
member of the acting group the Lord 
Chamberlain's Men. The company 
performs at the Theatre in north 
London. Over the next two years, 

he begins to gain recognition as 

the leading playwright in London. 


1596 

Shakespeare's son 

Hamnet dies aged 11. 
Shakespeare's father, John, 
reapplies successfully for 

a family coat-of-arms. 


1597-1598 
Shakespeare purchases 
the New Place residence 
in Stratford-upon-Avon. 


1599 

The Globe is built in 
Bankside, London, 
from the timbers of 
the old Theatre. 
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1601 


Shakespeare's father dies. 


1603 
James VI of Scotland 
becomes James | of 
England. The plague 
sweeps through London once 
again. The Lord Chamberlain's 
Men become the King’s Men, the 
favourite acting company at court. 


1607 
Shakespeare's daughter Susanna 
marries Dr John Hall. 


1608 
The King’s Men begin to play 
at Blackfriars. Shakespeare's 
mother dies. 


1609 
The Sonnets 
are published. 


1612 

During the 
next few years, 
Shakespeare 
gradually 
moves back to 
Stratford. He 
buys a house 
in Blackfriars 
in 1613, but 
does not spend much time there. 


1613 
The Globe Theatre is burned down 
when the thatched roof catches fire. 


1616 

Shakespeare's daughter 

Judith marries Thomas 
Quiney. Shakespeare revises 

his will. A month later, on 

23 April, he dies and is 

buried at the Holy Trinity 

Church in Stratford. 


Rossetti painting 
of Henry IV, Part 1 


1623 
Shakespeare's First 
Folio is published by 
his fellow actors. It 
contains 36 of his plays. & 
Shakespeare memorial ' 
in Hyde Park, London 
eoprag 
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HISTORIES 

Henry VI, Part One (c. 1589-92) 
Henry VI, Part Two (c. 1589-92} 
Henry VI, Part Three {c. 1589-92) 
Richard III (1592) 

Richard II (1595) 

King John (1596) 

Henry IV, Part One (1597) 
Henry IV, Part Two (1598) 
Henry V (1599) 

Henry VIII (1613) 


TRAGEDIES 

Titus Andronicus (1592-93) 
Romeo and Juliet (1595) 
Julius Caesar (1599) 
Hamlet (1601) 

Troilus and Cressida (1602) 
Othello (1604) 

King Lear (1605) 

Macbeth (1605) 

Antony and Cleopatra (1604) 
Timon of Athens (1606) 
Coriolanus (1608) 


ComeEDIES 

The Comedy of Errors (1590) 

The Taming of the Shrew (1591) 
Love's Labour's Lost (1593) 

The Two Gentlemen of Verona (1593) 
A Midsummer Night's Dream (1594) 
The Merchant of Venice (1596) 


The Merry Wives of Windsor (1597) 
As You Like It (1599) 

Much Ado About Nothing (1599) 
Twelfth Night (1600) 

All's Well That Ends Well (1603) 


The opening scene of The Tempest is a mighty shipwreck caused by Prospero 


Measure for Measure (1604) 
Pericles, Prince of Tyre (1607) 
Cymbeline (1609) 

A Winter's Tale (1610) 

The Tempest (1611) 


Shakespeare invented the word 
“assassination”, among others. 


The Bard wrote an average of 
1.5 plays per year from 1589-1613. 


v4 Cardenio, a play thought to have 

been written by Shakespeare and 
performed during his lifetime, has 
been lost to history. 


Shakespeare willed his fortune 
to Es eldest daughter, and only 
a bed to his wife. 


v4 There have 
been more 
than 500 film and 
TV adaptations of 
Shakespeare's 


dramas. 


Hamlet 
film poster 
from 1948 
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QUERIES 


What is the mystery surrounding 
Shakespeare's Sonnets? 


Shakespeare wrote 154 poems called 

sonnets. Some are addressed to an 
unidentified young nobleman; others 
speak of a “dark lady”. Some people 
even query whether Shakespeare was the 
author of the poems. When the Sonnets 
were published in 1609, they were 
addressed to “Mr W. H.”. This gave rise 
to the theory that the young man was 
Henry Wriothesley, Shakespeare's patron. 


How many works did Shakespeare 
author? 


As with all aspects of Shakespeare's life, the 
facts are not clear. The 36 plays published in 
the First Folio are mostly agreed upon. Pericles 
was published later, as was The Two Noble Kinsmen, 
which Shakespeare is believed to have contributed to. 
Including the controversial lost Cardenio, this brings the potential 
total number of plays to 39. Shakespeare also wrote many poems, 
including 154 sonnets, Venus and Adonis, and The Rape of Lucrece. —. 


Henry Wriothesley, 
Earl of Southampton 


Who's who? 


Here we examine some of Shakespeare's 
best-known characters. The plays in which 
they appear are noted at the end of each profile. 


\ 
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Shakespeare’s most famous heroes 
appear in the tragedies. These men 
are often noble, but have a character 
flaw that leads to their downfall. 


Brutus 

Brutus is a man of noble principles. 
Although he leads a plot to kill his 
friend, Julius Caesar, it is only for the 
good of the Roman state. He kills 
himself when he loses the war with 
Caesar's avengers. (Julius Caesar) 


Coriolanus 

Coriolanus is a brave Roman general, 
whose arrogance makes the people 
of Rome reject him. He joins Rome's 
enemies and leads them against his 
own city. Finally, he agrees to spare 
Rome although he knows he will 

be killed. (Coriolanus) 


Hamlet 

Hamlet is Shakespeare's most complex 
character. His father, the King of 
Denmark, has been murdered by his 
brother for the throne. Hamlet's tragedy 
is that he is unsuited to the role of 
avenger, which is forced on him by 

his father’s ghost. (Hamlet) 


King Lear 

King Lear's flaws are vanity, a lack 

of awareness, and an uncontrollable 
temper. He fails to see which of his 
daughters truly loves him, sending 
him on a path to madness. (King Lear] 


Macbeth 

After a witches’ prophecy, Macbeth 
murders the King to take the 
crown. His ambition transforms him 
from a loyal soldier into a monster. 
(Macbeth) 


Laurence Fishburne plays Othello 
in the 1995 film adaptation 


Othello 

Othello’s vulnerability stems from his 
position as an outsider (he is a Moor 
from northern Africa) in sophisticated 
Venice. He is easily manipulated by 
evil lago into believing that his wife 
has been unfaithful, and kills her in 

a fit of jealousy. When Othello finds 
out that his wife was innocent, 

he commits suicide. (Othello) 
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Miranda in 
The Tempest 


HEROINES 


Shakespeare’s women can be tragic 
or comic. They often cross-dress as 
men to gain more freedom. 


Beatrice 
4 After quarrelling with Benedict, witty 
Beatrice ultimately falls in love with 
him. (Much Ado About Nothing) 


Desdemona 

The honest, loving, and naive wife 
of Othello is unjustly murdered by 
her suspicious husband. (Othello) 


Hermione 
The wife of a jealous king who 
accuses her of adultery when 
she is pregnant. (A Winter's Tale} 


Isabella 

A brave and clever nun who leaves 
her calling to help her brother 
Claudio. (Measure for Measure) 


Katherina 

The feisty bride of Petruchio, who 
teaches her how to be an obedient 
wife. (The Taming of the Shrew) 


Miranda 

Miranda grows up on an enchanted 
island where she falls in love with a 
shipwrecked prince. (The Tempest) 


Ophelia 

A fragile young woman who is rejected 
by Hamlet. Driven mad, she drowns 
herself. (Hamlet) 


Portia 

Strong and intelligent Portia disguises 
herself as a lawyer to save the man 
she loves. (The Merchant of Venice) 


Viola 

Viola disguises herself as a man and 
works for a count with whom she falls 
in love. (Twelfth Night} 


Shakespeare's love stories are 
full of passion and tragedy. 


Antony and Cleopatra 

Mark Antony neglects his political 
duties in Rome to spend time with 
Cleopatra, the beautiful Queen of 
Egypt. When he returns to Rome he 
is persuaded to marry Caesar's sister, 
Octavia. In the ensuing betrayal and 
treachery, both lovers commit suicide. 
(Antony and Cleopatra) 


The three witches cause the downfall of Macbeth 


These characters not only provide 
humour, but often wise words as well. 


Bottom 

Bottom the weaver ends up with the 
head of an ass after a practical joke. 
(A Midsummer Night's Dream) 


Dogberry 

The ridiculous constable in charge 

of the night watch misuses words to 
comic effect. (Much Ado About Nothing) 


Falstaff 

This pleasure-loving coward appears 
in several plays. (Henry IV, Parts 1 
and 2; The Merry Wives of Windsor) 


LOVERS 


Romeo and Juliet 

Two teenagers from rival 
families in Verona marry in 
secret, and Juliet fakes her own 
death to escape her family's 
plans to marry her off to another 
man. In a misunderstanding, 
however, Romeo believes his wife 
to be truly dead and kills himself. 
When Juliet discovers his body, 
she too commits suicide. 

(Romeo and Juliet) 


VILLAINS 


Shakespeare’s most 
exciting characters 
are often his 
villains. 


Aaron 

The servant to and 
lover of the Queen 
of the Goths orders 
a violent attack on 
Titus Andronicus’s 
daughter, Lavinia. 
(Titus Andronicus) 


Edmund 

Edmund plots to 
destroy his trusting 
brother and father, 
in order to become 
Duke of Gloucester. 
(King Lear) 


Feste 
A court jester, who makes his living by 
making others laugh. (Twelfth Night) 


Fool 

Known simply as Fool, this wise 
court jester often tells King Lear 
uncomfortable truths. (King Lear) 


Nurse 

Juliet’s companion often talks 
nonsense, but is also a likeable 
character. (Romeo and Juliet) 


Touchstone 
The court fool who utters cynical 
truths. (As You Like It) 


Troilus and Cressida 
During the Trojan war, young 
prince Troilus falls in love with 
Cressida. They spend one night 
together and Cressida swears 
her love. However, she is then 
sent to the enemy camp where 
Troilus watches as she accepts 
the courtship of Diomedes. 
(Troilus and Cressida) 


Painting of actors playing 
Romeo and Juliet 


lago 

Wicked lago delights in deceiving 
Othello into believing that his wife 
is unfaithful. (Othello) 


Richard III 

A ruthlessly ambitious duke who 
orders the murder of his brother and 
two innocent nephews in order to 
become king. (Richard III) 


Shylock 

Shylock is both villain and victim. 
However, his demand that Antonio give 
him a pound of flesh for an unpaid debt 
is morally evil. (The Merchant of Venice) 


Three witches 

Three “black and midnight hags” plot 
evil against Macbeth using prophecies 
and spells. (Macbeth) 
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Find out more y 


There are many ways you can find out more 
about Shakespeare's life and works. Many 
libraries hold videos of stage performances 
or film adaptations. You could also visit 
Stratford-upon-Avon or spend an afternoon 
at the reconstructed Globe Theatre in London. 


Festivals 

Theatre communities 
often celebrate the 
work of Shakespeare 
with a festival in 

his honour. This 
production of The 
Merchant of Venice 
was part ofa 
Shakespeare festival 
held in Canada. 


The Great Hall 

in the Folger 
Shakespeare 
Library 


Educational resources 
Most public libraries have a lending section 
dedicated to the works of Shakespeare. The 


Water reed from Folger Library in Washington D.C., USA, holds 
USEFUL WEBSITES ie was thousands of rare editions of Shakespeare's 
used to thatch ks in hundreds of diffe 
e Discover the history of the Bard’s home town: the roof of the UAB fe ibe aa ICE oo 


www.stratford-upon-avon.co.uk new Globe 

e Great resource guide with history, timeline, 
quotations, and essays on all things Shakespeare: 
www.absoluteshakespeare.com 

e Photographs and videos of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
productions: 
www.rsc.org.uk/explore 

e Read the complete works 

of the Bard online: 

www.bartleby.com/70/ 


The gates show the 
flora and fauna of 
Shakespeare, and 

each creature or 
plant illustrates a 
line from a play 


The Globe 

The Globe Theatre in London 
was built as a replica of 
Shakespeare's original Globe 
Theatre. The theatre is an open- 
air playhouse and the season 
runs from May to September 
when the weather is good. 


STRATFORD BOYS’ 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 
STRATFORD-UPON- 
AVON, ENGLAND 

The King Edward VI 
Grammar School in 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
dates back to the 13th 
century and still has 
more than 400 pupils 
today. Shakespeare 
would have attended 
the school for several 
years from about 


Pupils at Stratford 
) Boys’ Grammar 
e age of seven. School in the 1960s 


Stratford-upon-Avon 


During a visit to Shakespeare’s home town, you can view the house in 
which he was born, the school he attended, his burial place, and 

» Anne Hathaway's cottage. You can also see productions of his plays at 

_ Stratford's fine theatres, such as the Royal Shakespeare Theatre [above]. 


Every detail reflects 


the number three, An Elizabethan 
triangular lodge in 
Northamptonshire, 


for the Holy Trinity 


Elizabethan history 
Discover more about Shakespeare 
by investigating the age in which he 
~ lived. Visit your local museum and 
~ watch out for temporary exhibitions 
on the Elizabethan era. You could 
also look for examples of surviving 
Elizabethan architecture, which 
was amazingly intricate. 


England 


THE UNDERGLOBE, GLOBE THEATRE, LONDON 
Underneath the Globe Theatre is a vast exhibition 
space dedicated to the historical era in which 
Shakespeare lived. 


THE TOWER OF LONDON, ENGLAND 
Visit the Bell Tower, where Elizabeth | locked up 
her enemies and was herself once a prisoner. 


Romeo 
declares love 
for Juliet with 
the gift of 
arose 


THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, ENGLAND 

Built in 1210 on the banks of the River Avon, 
the Holy Trinity Church is Stratford's oldest 
surviving building. It is at this church 
that Shakespeare was baptized 
and buried. 


School 
production 
of Romeo 
and Juliet 


School plays 
One of the best ways 
to understand the 
plays of Shakespeare 
is to act one out. If 
performing on stage 
is not for you, get 
together with friends 
and choose your 
favourite scenes 
to read aloud from. 


Te 
ae 


Glossary 


ALDERMAN A senior 


is. WILLIAM 


EXECUTION The killing 


official in a local council. SHAKESPEARES: of a criminal proven 
; COMEDIES, 5 
HISTORIES, -& guilty by the state. In 
TRAGEDIES. 


ARCHERY A popular 
Elizabethan sport, in which 
a bow is used to shoot 

an arrow at a target. 


ARMADA A fleet of ships 
sent by Philip II of Spain to 
invade England in 1588. 


BLOODSPORT Public 
entertainment during the 
Elizabethan era in which 
crowds watched cruel 
fights between dogs, bears, 


and other animals. cape Seek: 


CATHOLIC A branch of 

Christianity that traditionally descends 
from the original church before the 
division with Protestantism occurred. 


CONEYCATCHERS Professional cheats 
who made money from gambling. 
Coney was a slang term for “rabbit”. 


COURT The residence of the monarch, 
in which the king or queen ruled over 
affairs of the state and also received 
visitors and enjoyed entertainment. 


CRUCIFIX A cross or image of a cross 
representing Christ's crucifixion. 


DUEL A prearranged and supervised 
fight with weapons between two 
individuals as a means of settling 

a dispute. 


Gallants wore 
hats, which they 
swept off ina 
lady's presence 


Doublet 
with 
exquisite 
hand- 
embroidery 


Part of an 
Elizabethan costume 
worn by a gallant 


be Pablithed according to the Truc Origicall Cope. 
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First Folio 


the Elizabethan era, 
criminals were often 
hanged on the gallows. 


FIRST FOLIO The first 
edition of Shakespeare's 
collected works, which 
was published in 1623 
and contained 36 plays. 


FOLIO A sheet of paper 
folded in half to make 
four pages of a book. 


Fe «| 


GALLANT A fashionably 
dressed gentleman. 


GALLOWS A wooden structure with 
a horizontal beam that holds a rope for 
hanging criminals. 


HORNBOOK A page with text held in 

a frame with a thin window of flattened 
cattlehorn over it. These were widely 
used by pupils in school before books 
were commonplace. 


IAMBIC PENTAMETER A type of verse 
used in plays and sonnets in the 16th 
and 17th centuries. Each line has ten 
syllables with five stresses. 


INKWELL A pot for holding ink and into 


which a quill was dipped for writing. 


LUTE A stringed musical instrument. 


A ruffled collar would 
have been added 
around the neck 


MACE A ceremonial staff carried by 
certain officials, such as a mayor or 
a monarch. 


MERCHANT A business person who 
trades goods or services, especially on 
the international market. 


NIB The pointed tip of a quill, which 
was dipped in ink and used for writing. 


PALANQUIN A luxurious covered seat 
or bed, carried on the shoulders of at 

least four men. Palanquins were used 
to transport important people such as 
royalty in public. 


PATRIOTISM Love for and loyalty to 
one’s country. 


Rope for 
hanging 


Wooden gallows 


PENDANT A piece of jewellery hung on 
a chain around the neck. 


PLAGUE A contagious and fatal disease 
that killed millions in England. It was 
spread by fleas living on black rats. 


PLAYWRIGHT A writer of stage drama. 


PROTESTANT A branch of 
Christianity set up in “protest” 
against Catholicism during 
the 15th century. 


PURITAN Puritans were extremely 
strict Protestants who wanted to rid 
their church of all traces of 
Catholicism. Puritans led a very simple 
lifestyle, and considered any pleasure to 
be bad. 


QUARTO 

A sheet of 

paper folded 

into quarters to 

‘ make eight pages 
of a book. 


An orpharian, 
a type of lute 


QUILL A large, 
stiff feather from 
the tail or wing 
of a bird, used 
for writing. 


REVENGE TRAGEDY 

A tragic drama in 

which the hero seeks 
revenge for a wrong 

done, often the murder of a 
relative. 


ROMANCE A term sometimes used to 
describe four of Shakespeare's plays: 
Cymbeline, Pericles, The Tempest, and 
A Winter's Tale, which share fairytale 
plots and the theme of great families 
divided and reunited. 


Quotations 


Here are some of the most memorable 
lines from Shakespeare’s plays. 


HUMAN NATURE 
In nature there’s no blemish but the 
mind; none can be called deform’d but 
the unkind - Antonio 
(Twelfth Night, Act iii, scene 4) 


Wisely and slow; 
they stumble who run fast 
- Friar Laurence 
(Romeo and Juliet, Act ii, scene 3) 


Have more than thou showest; 
speak less than thou knowest; 
lend less than thou owest 
- Fool (King Lear, Act i, scene 4} 


DEATH 
All that lives must die, passing through 
nature to eternity - Hamlet 
(Hamlet, Act i, scene 2] 


TRUTH 
To thine own self be true, and it must 
follow, as the night the day, thou cannot 
then be false to any man 
- Polonius (Hamlet, Act i, scene 3) 


It’s not enough to speak, but to speak 
true - Lysander (A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, Act v, scene 1} 


ROSARY BEADS A Roman Catholic 
prayer tool. The beads were used to 
help count the number of prayers 
being said. 


RUFF A frilly collar worn by 
fashionable noblemen, made from 
starched linen. 


SCRIVENER A professional 

writer who made a living from AX 
copying books by hand in the 

days before mechanical 

printing. 


SERENADE A piece of 


evening music, often 
played outside the 
house of a woman 
to win her love. 


TAPESTRY A woven, 

ornamental fabric, often used 
for wall hangings 
or furnishings. Elizabethan 


pendant 


To be, or not to be: that is the question 
- Hamlet (Hamlet, Act iii, scene 1) 


All the world’s a stage; and all the men 
and women merely players 
- Jaques [As You Like It, Act ii, scene 7) 


There is nothing either good or bad, 
but thinking makes it so - Hamlet 
(Hamlet, Act ii, scene 2] 


REPUTATION . 

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me 
your ears; | come to bury Caesar, not 
to praise him. The evil that men do 
lives after them - Mark Antony 
(Julius Caesar, Act iii, scene 2) 


Hamlet ponders life and death 


TRAGEDY A type of 
drama that originated 
in classical Greece. 

A tragedy typically 
centres on a great 
hero who falls from 
power due toa 
combination of his 
personal failings and 
difficult circumstances. 


TRAITOR A person who 
is guilty of betraying 
their country, their 


monarch, or a friend. : 
Selection of 
TREASON Betrayal __ feather quills 


of one’s ruler. 


TRUCKLE BED A low bed on wheels 
stored under a larger bed. 


VERSE Poetry, or a division of a poem. 


VESTMENT A special robe worn by 
clergy for religious ceremonies. 


SPELLS 
Double, double toil and trouble; fire 
burn and cauldron bubble - Three 
witches (Macbeth, Act iv, scene 1] 


TIME 
Come what come may; time and the 
hour runs through the roughest day 
- Macbeth (Macbeth, Act i, scene 3) 


FRIENDSHIP 
| am not of that feather, to shake off 
my friend when he must need me 
- Timon (Timon of Athens, Act i, scene 1] 


They that thrive well take counsel 
of their friends 
{Venus and Adonis) 


Love all, trust a few, do wrong 
to none - Countess Rossillion 
(All's Well That Ends Well, Act i, scene 1) 


LOVE 
The course of true love never did run 
smooth - Lysander (A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, Act i, scene 1} 


Love comforteth like sunshine after rain 
(Venus and Adonis) 


Love sought is good, 
but given unsought Is better 
- Olivia (Twelfth Night, Act iii, scene 1) 


MUSIC 
If music be the food of love, play on - 
Orsino (Twelfth Night, Act i, scene 1} 
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